COMMUNICATION RIGHTS: WSIS AND BEYOND

Back-to-back Thematic Sessions

Day Four: 25 November 2004


SESSION ONE: (09:00-10:30)

“THE WORLD SUMMIT ON THE INFORMATION SOCIETY: ISSUES AND CONCERNS FOR ASIAN CSOs”

This panel will brief participants about the World Summit on the Information Society which is on its second phase leading to the 2005 Summit in Tunis, Tunisia. After the first phase culminated in Geneva in December 2003, a more focused engagement from civil society is needed to engage different stakeholders in crucial arenas of social life: ICTs, the internet, and the role of media in emergent “Information Societies”. 

Speakers will review the current WSIS processes and “state of play”; the current issues being addressed, especially Internet Governance and Financing ICTs for Development, as well as civil society structures and mechanisms within the WSIS spaces. Invited speakers and resource persons include:


Renate Bloem (President, CONGO) 

Adam Peake (Convenor of the Civil Society Working Group on Internet Governance)

Dieter Zinbauer (UNDP-Asia Pacific Development Information Programme)

Horacio Cadiz  (ICANN Non-Commercial Users Constituency)

SESSION TWO: (11:00-12:30)
"COMMUNICATION RIGHTS: ISSUES AND SPACES BEYOND WSIS


This panel will tackle global and regional governance spaces which go beyond the WSIS, but are integral to the civil society advocacy of  the “Right to Communicate”. The discussion will tackle current issues in media, information and communications, and civil society engagements in these areas: 

· Media and Cultural Diversity: Engaging the UNESCO proposed Covenant on Cultural Diversity

· TRIPS, WIPO and Beyond: Trade-related issues and current "intellectual property" regimes

· Free/Open Source Software

· Media Democracy and Freedom of Expression 

· Community and Public Media

· Gender Equity in Information and Communications

Invited Speakers/Resource Persons include:

Aileen Familara (Isis International-Manila) 

Shahid Aktar (APDIP International Open Source Network)

Supinya Klangnarong (Campaign for Popular Media Reform-Thailand)

Dongwon Jo (MediaAct-Korea)

Celeste Cinco (Association for Progressive Communications) 

Anoop Sukumaran (Focus on the Global South)

Organized by the Foundation for Media Alternatives, together with the Campaign for Communication Rights in the Information Society (CRIS Campaign), and the Asian Communication Rights Working Group, with generous support from the Southeast Asian Committee on Advocacy (SEACA)
