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The Role of Civil Society in the Prevention of Armed Conflict

An integrated programme of research, discussion and network building


The Global Partnership

In 2003, in response to the UN Secretary-General’s Recommendation 27 from his Report on the Prevention Armed Conflict, the worldwide conflict prevention community joined to form a Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict. All sectors and disciplines working in conflict prevention are involved, from the community level to the international level. 

Cornerstone of the Global Partnership: The Regions

The Global Partnership is held together by a series of parallel regional processes and is in progress in fifteen regions worldwide. These regional processes lead up to regional conferences, and are coordinated by Regional Initiators (key civil society organisations who lead the programme and who ensure a process to broaden participation in their own region). 

They offer each region a series of unique opportunities: 
• to influence regional, national and international policy and thinking on conflict prevention; 
• to clarify their relations with the UN and its agencies; 
• to build better relations with governments; 
• to consolidate their networks; and,
• to set their own regional agenda for the coming decade.

GPPAC in Southeast Asia

The Initiatives for International Dialogue (IID) is the regional Initiator for Southeast Asia. The national focal points who are also members of the Regional Steering Group are, FORUM Asia and Muslim Pattani Committee, Thailand; Gaston Z. Ortigas Peace Institute, Philippines; Women's League of Burma (WLB)/Burmese Women's Union, Burma; Center for Security and Peace Studies (CSPS) and Institut Titian Perdamaian/Baku Bae Foundation, Indonesia; and Suara Rakyat Malaysia (Suaram), Malaysia. World Vision has also been invited to join the Regional Steering Group due to its networks in the region.  

The GPPAC process in Southeast Asia will explore venues for cooperation with existing conflict prevention mechanisms in the ASEAN and United Nations and if necessary develop new mechanisms for meaningful cooperation among civil society organizations, ASEAN, UN and other international agencies. It will also attempt at consolidating efforts by civil society organizations working in conflict prevention, security, peace building and other crosscutting themes. A regional conference will bring together key actors in conflict prevention in the region to primarily develop a regional agenda that will be brought to the international conference in the UN headquarters in 2005.

Progress and Achievements: 

Following the two-day regional meeting held in Mindanao in October 2003, the regional process has made progress as follows: 

IID has developed an email discussion group conflict-prevention-asia@yahoogroups.com dedicated to the regional process. This eases communication amongst organisations participating in the process since it is possible to send messages to the entire group and also coordinate events and set up conference groups in the region.  

With regards to regional inclusion, the Regional Steering Group has identified and connected with Alliance for Conflict Transformation (ACT), Cambodia as the national focal point or convenor there. The contact persons are Soth Plai Ngarm and Sokhany Prak. This was made possible through the efforts of World Vision who have also formalised their commitment to sit in the Steering Group and will also explore ways to support the regional process financially.  

The regional process attempts to incorporate the process into ongoing related activities in the region and beyond. For instance The Southeast Asian Conflict Studies Network (SEACSN) has indicated their willingness to integrate the Global Partnership agenda into its research thrust for the next three years. SEACSN recently had a culminating conference in Penang and affirmed their support to the process. This is very significant, as SEASCN has an extensive research experience in the region with regards to issues pertaining to peace and conflict studies.

In light of the goal of interaction between civil society and UN, governments, and regional organisations, IID brought up the Global Partnership during a January 2004 meeting in Lisbon of the Non-Governmental Forum of the Community of Democracies (CD). The CD process will culminate in a ministerial meeting in Santiago, March 2005. IID will work to get support from this body of countries, which has a "Democratic Caucus" within the UN, in support of the Global Partnership. 

The regional process will culminate during the regional conference planned for February 2005. The regional conference will provide an opportunity to collate the research findings and lessons learnt as a basis for drawing recommendations for incorporation into the International Action Agenda for the UN, while also formulating follow-up activities for the region.

On 7-8 July 2004, seven country representatives composing the SEA Regional Steering Group met in Manila, Philippines, with regional peace organizations under the GPPAC process. The meeting had as its main focus the Role of Civil Society in the Prevention of Armed Conflict. The countries represented at the meeting were Malaysia, Thailand, Cambodia, Indonesia, East Timor, the Philippines and Myanmar, along with Philippine-based representatives from the Non-Violent Peaceforce and the Catholic Institute for International Relations.

* * * Upcoming activity to be discussed in the “Thematic Briefing & Strategic Planning Workshop” of ACSF:

Southeast Asia Regional Conference on the Role of Civil Society in the Prevention of Armed Conflict --- February 2005
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