
The lack of control of the arms trade is fueling conflict, human rights abuses 

and poverty across the Asian region.
The East and Southeast Asian Regional Meeting on the Small Arms Campaign and the Arms Trade Treaty is set on 20 November 2004, preceding the Asian Civil Society Forum 2004. Expected participants include representatives from organizations within the region which have been working or are seen as potential workers in the area of arms control.

In 1997, several Nobel Peace Laureates, concerned over the drain on national economies caused by the trade in arms, the displacement of funding for human needs, and the supporting role the arms trade plays in human rights violations in many countries, authored the Code of Conduct on Arms Transfers.  http://www.arias.or.cr/fundarias/cpr/code.htm
In 2000, several national and international NGOs launched an initiative to enshrine the principles of the Nobel Peace Laureates Code of Conduct into a framework convention which would legally bind states to their behavior in trading arms, and specifically to prohibit the sale or trade if:

· the arms are likely to be used to commit serious violations of international 
humanitarian law;

· the arms are likely to be used to commit serious violations of human rights;

· the arms will violate a UN embargo;

· the arms are likely to be used to commit genocide;

· the arms are likely to be diverted to commit any of the acts above;

· or if the arms will endanger national development or security within the region.

This new legally binding instrument is the Arms Trade Treaty, and like the Mine Ban Treaty, will need to be led by NGOs in order to be successfully implemented. Like the mine ban movement, this will require action by NGOs in all nations, not just those who believe they have a problem with arms in their country.

This meeting will enable more learning and greater understanding about the Arms Trade Treaty, and the popular campaign to promote it, Control Arms. The invited organizations will hopefully involve themselves continuously in this undertaking and take part in this campaign in order to make a public policy impact in this region. Asia is expected to be the world’s fastest growing arms market in the coming decade, and arms merchants are preparing their strategy to make sales to various countries if no counter-action is taken.

It is only through concerted efforts and a well thought-out plan of action can we hope to stop the proliferation and trading of weapons, and thus prevent their use in violent conflict, repression, crime and human abuse. 
Draft Agenda

East & Southeast Asian Regional Workshop on the Control Arms Campaign

Venue: TBC (near UNCC/Bangkok)

Fri 19th November evening:
Arrivals

Saturday 20th November

08:45 


Registration & Coffee

09:00 

Introductions

Overview:  Commission of Nobel Peace Laureates Initiative to Control Arms Transfers.

Development of an Arms Trade Treaty and the Control Arms Campaign

Break

Ongoing activities within the Asia region on the ATT/CA.

12:00 

Lunch

13:00

Country groups, strategize constraints and opportunities to work for an ATT, list needs and capacities for building campaign and advocating authorities

Report back

Break

Regional framework for action, generating concerns and shared actions

Action plan and responsibilities

Evening,

Group Dinner

Sun 21 Nov.

Morning additional meeting time, if necessary

Afternoon until 25 November: Asian Civil Society Forum & Control Arms Campaign activities

The Arms Trade is Out of Control
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