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A. Background

Since Forum Asia (FA) obtained its NGO Consultative Status with the UN in 2003, it has actively engaged in advocacy work at the UN Commission on Human Rights (CHR) in Geneva. Given the political climate of the UN human rights mechanisms, human rights NGOs, in particular Asian NGOs are constantly challenged by the negative impact placed on human rights work by the policies carried out by Asian governments. 

The forthcoming CHR (61st session) to be held from March 14 to April 22, 2005 in Geneva will be both an important challenge, and opportunity for FA, in cooperation with like-minded international NGOs as well as NGOs from the Asian region, to make Asian governments accountable for what they have agreed to do in accordance with international human rights standards. 

The proposed Advocacy Workshop below is expected to prepare FA members collectively with the FA Secretariat to meet the challenge of the forthcoming CHR 2005, and all other meetings. It will be organized immediately after the Asian Civil Society Forum 2004 (Nov. 21-25). 
Forum-Asia will provide a financial subsidy to support member organizations/networks who are committed to bringing forward concrete cases for advocacy to the various UN mechanisms. Forum-Asia will also provide financial support for member organizations who wish to extend their stay in Bangkok to participate in the Asian Civil Society Forum 2004. 

B. Objectives

1. To critically evaluate the ongoing advocacy work of FA at the CHR and other UN human rights bodies – its achievements, shortcomings and challenges,
2. To access the needs of FA members regarding their UN advocacy work, 
3. To develop a strategic action plan – short and mid-term – on Forum Asia’s advocacy work for the UN human rights mechanisms, in particular, CHR, 
4. To formulate FA’s position papers on key human rights issues in Asia which are to be addressed at the CHR 2005,
5. To help prepare the FA advocacy team and FA members for the CHR 2005, e.g. statements (oral and written), briefing meetings, solidarity campaign, media work, lobby, etc. 
C. Procedure for Applying 

Interested FA members are encouraged to fill out the attached nomination form and send it back with all relevant documents to the FA Secretariat on or before Oct 26, 2004.  

D.  Contact persons:

i. Mr. Rashid Kang, Acting Director, Program on Promotion hrd@forumasia.org mobile: 669-023-1301

ii. Mr. Sayeed Ahmed, Staff/ South Asia Platform sayeed@forumasia.org mobile: 667-980-5246 
Proposed Agenda

	Dates
	Program and Contents

	Nov 26 (Fri)
	28th Ex-co meeting/ 1st day of UN Advocacy workshop

	am
	· Study sessions on UN Mechanisms 

	pm
	· Study sessions on UN Mechanisms (continue) 

· [Joint session with the 28th EXCOM meeting of Forum-Asia]
· This is a 2 hours session to discuss and finalize the FA’s working paper on UN advocacy for 2005-6.
· The discussion will include FA’s proposed strategic actions at CHR 2005 – interventions, WMD project, briefing, media work, campaign, lobby, etc.
Note: 
-This working paper on UN advocacy is being prepared by the FA Secretariat.
-Due to seat limitation, not all participants will be able to join this meeting. Priority will be given to FA member organizations. Network organizations and other participants are free to join the remaining sessions throughout the workshop. 

	Nov 27 (Sat)
	2nd Day

	am
	· Sharing of the work and expectations by FA member organizations
Notes: 
-In this session, members are expected to share their expectations/ current & on-going/ future planned activities in engaging UN mechanisms which include, inter alias, CHR, Human Rights Treaties Bodies, ICC, and other UN/ inter-governmental processes, both the preparation at national level and the advocacy at international level. 
-Participants are also encouraged to recommend to the forum other regional/ international networks or contacts that they have managed to tap into which Forum-Asia could explore to join hands in order to create/synergize impact.  

	
	· Input on the CHR 2004 and 2005 and other relevant human rights concerns at UN/ international level– key issues and challenges

	pm
	· Presentation of the FA advocacy work – interventions, lobby, WMD project, briefing sessions, , HR treaties, ICC etc  

	Nov 28 (Sun)
	3rd Day

	am
	· Detailed Plan of Action for CHR/ UN 2005 (Dec 2004 to Dec 2005) 
Notes: 
-In this session, participant are expected to develop in details the plan of action based on the Working Paper on UN advocacy that is to be debated and adopted during a two hour EXCOM meeting sessions on Oct 26.  

	pm
	· Workshop on drafting written/ oral statements for the submission to the 61st UN CHR.
Notes: 

- In this session, participants are expected to produce draft statements/ formulate position paper for the submission to the CHR 2005 and other relevant mechanisms.  


[END]
