Asian Consultation on

“Impact of Terrorism and Anti-Terrorism Measures in Asia”

19th – 20th November 2004, Bangkok

Place and Time: The Trang Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand

Project Holder: Forum Asia

Project Associates: SUARAM

Target Group: 15-20 participants from Asian countries – Northeast Asia, Southeast Asia and South Asia. 

Rationale: 

The war on terror started immediately after 9-11 with the launch of UN Security Council Resolution 1373, it has started a chain reaction in the Asian countries. The Asian governments have been quick to tighten their national security measures and introduce new laws and regulations in curbing fundamental freedoms citing national security concerns as their priority. 

These initiatives violate human rights of the citizens in many countries around the world. This development in law and policy has also impacted heavily on the work and safety of human rights defenders, political opposition groups and other civil society groups in many countries. 

To respond to such challenges and to facilitate a regional civil society collective responses and strategies. Forum-Asia is organising a consultation that will work towards coordinating and responding, to the issues of human rights violations under the internal security laws and anti-terrorism laws implemented by the governments in the Asian region. 

Objectives: 

This consultation is a follow up of an earlier Consultation held at Nakon Nayok, Thailand, in November 2002. This consultation aims to:

1. 
review and analyse the impact of developments in the situation since the previous Consultation held in Nakhorn Nayok, Thailand in November 2002.


2. examine existing campaigns and advocacy work, the current situation in each country in Asia and to provide a platform for a regional Asian advocacy plan. 

3. provide an opportunity to network and hopefully develop consensus on key issues.

Outcomes and Expectations: 

This Consultation will provide an opportunity to:

1. enhance participants understanding, through experience sharing, of the current impact of terrorism and the anti-terrorism measures taken by the Asian governments;

2. facilitate research for an Asian regional position paper for future lobby and advocacy work;

3. strengthen the network among the member and network organizations on this issue; and

4. prepare the input for and nominate representatives for the Asian Civil Society Forum. 

Draft Agenda
	Day 1: 18th Nov 2004
	Arrival and check in 

	Day 2: 19th Nov 2004
	

	8.30 am – 9.00 am 
	Registration

	9.00 am – 9.20 am 
	Opening remarks by FA representative and quick round of self introduction of everyone and the respective organizations and explaining FA project.

	9.20 am- 9.30 am
	A Brief on the Nakhorn Nayok Consultation

	9.30 am – 10.15 am
	Post 3 years 9-11 Asian Regional analysis / Resource person (to be identified); AND

Analysis on impact of US policy in Asia after 9-11: Focus South, Nicola Bullard 

	10.15 am – 10.30 am 
	Fundamentalism and Impact on Women’s Rights (APWLD -to be confirmed)

20 mins presentation and 10 mins Q & A.

	10.30 am – 10.45 am
	Tea break

	
	 Country presentations from the sub-regions

	10.45 am – 1.00 pm
	South Asia

1. Bangladesh (Odhikar), 

2. India (PUCL / HRL Network), 

3. Pakistan (HRCP), 

4. Nepal (INSEC); 

5. Sri Lanka (LST); 



	1.00 pm – 2.00 pm
	Lunch break

	2.00 pm – 4.00 pm
	Country presentations (contd.)

	3.10 pm – 3.20 pm Tea break
	Southeast Asia – 

1. Thailand (to be identified by Pi Chalida), 

2. Philippines (TFDP), 

3. Malaysia (SUARAM), 

4. Singapore (Think Center),

5. Indonesia (Kasem); and



	4.00 pm – 5.30 pm
	Country presentations . (contd.)

	
	North East Asia – 

1. Japan - OTSUKA Teruyo

2. Korea (South) - Kim In Hoe

3. Taiwan - Wu Hao-jen


	6.30 pm onwards
	Documentary screening of Michael Moore’s “Farenheight 911”


	Day 3: 20th Nov 2004
	

	9.00 am – 9.45 am 
	Presentation of  Sub Regional  Overviews from the Country Presentation

	9.45 10.00 am
	Tea Break

	10.00 am – 1.00 pm


	Thematic discussions on:

·  Democracy and 3 Basic Freedoms (Freedom of expression, assembly and association)

· Women’s Rights

· Freedom of Movement 

· Freedom of Religion

· Civil and Political Rights

· Peace, Conflict and Anti-Terrorism measures



	10.30 am – 10.45 am Tea Break
	

	1.00 pm – 2.00 pm
	Lunch

	2.00 pm 3.00 pm
	· Discussions on “Strategy planning for future initiatives and Advocacy activities” 

	3.00 pm – 5.00 pm
	Discussions on:

· Information Co-ordination among the network and its expansion 

· Future advocacy and capacity building activities

· Discussing on APSN: roles and network coordination

· Preparing Position Paper on HR for lobbying in UNHCR Geneva meeting in March 2005, in consultation with participants. 
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