Engaging Government WTO Trade Negotiators 
towards Fairer Agricultural Trade


PROJECT CONTEXT

The recent round of WTO talks held in Geneva in August 2004 point to a clear possibility of having a new round of talks by next year, with agriculture still included. With Asian farmers bearing the brunt of lopsided agricultural trade policies, this sector should be well-informed about developments on this issue and should be involved in the discussions at both the national and international levels. The  continuing alliance of developing nations forged during the WTO Ministerial Meeting in Cancun, Mexico have to be encouraged, and this encouragement can come from civil society groups who have positive engagement with their own governmental negotiators.  


OBJECTIVES

a. to increase the awareness of  Asian farmers and NGO leaders about the developments in the WTO round of talks leading to the next WTO ministerial meeting ( purportedly in Hongkong)
b. to engage the government trade negotiators in firming up governmental positions to WTO 
c.  to  link like-minded trade negotiators and civil society leaders at the regional level, and strategize how best to approach trade talks such that small farmers in their countries can be better protected  


CONSTITUENCY

This project will involve members of AFA, AsiaDHRRA and  rural-based SEACA
members in the countries of Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, Philippines, Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam, SKorea, Taiwan, Japan. 

These civil society groups will make efforts to engage the WTO trade negotiators in their countries . 
DATES  AND VENUE

Nov 19-20, 2004

Viengtai Hotel
42 Tanee Road, Banglumpoo

 Bangkok, Thailand 

ORGANIZERS :

AsiaDHRRA (Asian Partnership for the Development of Human Resources 
       in Rural Asia)
 AFA (Asian Farmers’ Association for Sustainable Rural Development)

SPONSORS:
Agriterra

OSI (Open Society Institute )

SEACA (Southeast Asia Committee on Advocacy)                  

 
PROGRAM 

	Fri., Nov. 19                        Part 1:  Gearing Up to Influence Government’s Positions 
                                                          on WTO Agricultural Trade

	0800- 0900
	Orientation on the Consultation, Introduction of Participants


	0900- 1000
	Country Reports : Highlights of Country Consultations and Dialogue with Country Trade Negotiators 



	1000- 1030
	Coffee/Tea Break



	1030- 1100
	Synthesis of Country Reports



	1100- 1200
	Interactive Discussion : Regional and International Developments on WTO Agricultural Trade Talks


	1200- 1330
	Lunch Break


	1330- 1500
	Strategy Session : Approaching WTO Trade Talks for Fairer Agricultural Trade



	1500- 1530
	Coffee/Tea Break


	1530- 1700
	Preparing for the Regional Dialogue with WTO Trade Negotiators



	1800
	Dinner 



	Sat, Nov. 20                         B. Civil Society-Government Dialogue: Possibilities of 
                                             Working Together for Fairer Agricultural Trade for Asian 
                                             Peasants

	0800- 0900
	
Orientation on the Dialogue, Introduction of Participants


	0900- 1000
	Interactive Discussion: Prospects and Challenges for WTO to support Fairer Trade, Government Perspective 



	1000- 1030
	Coffee/Tea Break


	1030- 1130
	Interactive Discussion : Proposals for Fairer Trade, Civil Society Perspective


	1130- 1300
	Open forum, working lunch


	1300- 1330
	Synthesis of Agreements


	1330-1400
	Closing Remarks 



Design of regional activities                                                                                                                                                      1 of 3
engaging government wto trade negotiators for fairer agricultural trade


