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Orientation on ACSF 2004
November 21 (Sun), 2004
	12 Key Questions and Answers (Q & A)

1.  What is ACSF?

2.  Why ACSF? 

3.  What is the Main Theme?

4.  What is the Main Agenda?

5.  What are the Main Programs?

6.  What is New?

7.  Who are the Organizers?

8.  Who are the Participants?

9.  What will be the Outcome? 

10.  What will be the Follow-up?

11.  Who Pays? 

12.  What is CONGO? 




1. What is the Asian Civil Society Forum (ACSF) 2004?
· Multi-faceted process and event: actors (stake-holder), level, sector, dimension, etc.

· Not political party congress, not academic conference

1) A main follow-up to ACSF 2002 (final statement of ACSF 2002)
2) An Asian civil society preparatory process for Millennium Summit/Forum +5
3) An Asian regional platform to respond to the challenges of UN High-level Panel on UN/Civil Society Relations
4) An Asian regional space for proactive dialogue to promote cooperation among civil society, UN and governments.
2. Why ACSF 2004?
1) To strengthen cross-sectoral networking and cooperation (mutual mainstreaming, cross-fertilization, partnership for solidarity, synergy)
2) To enhance Asian NGOs’ advocacy capacity (empowerment)
3) To promote cooperation between UN, governments and civil society
3. What is the Main Theme?
“Building UN/NGOs Partnerships for Democratic Governance through MDGs”

1) Why “UN/NGO Partnerships”?

2) Why “Democratic Governance”?

3) Why “MDGs”?

4. What is the Main Agenda?

1) UN/Civil Society Relations (Day 1)

2) MDGs (Day 2) 

3) Four Clusters (Day 3) : Democracy and Human Rights / Peace and Human Security / Environment and Sustainable Development / Trade and Finance 

4) Thematic Briefing (Day 4) : 10 international events in 2005 important for Asian NGOs

5. What are the Main Programs?

· Back-to-back meetings (Nov. 20-21 and Nov. 26-28)
· Main Program during ACSF 2004
· Day 1 : UN/Civil Society Relations

· Day 2 : MDGs 

· Day 3 : Four Clusters 

· Day 4 : 10 Thematic Briefing
· Informal Sessions in the evening at Royal Princess Hotel, March, Receptions, etc.
6. What is New?

1) Theme : UN/CS Relations (new) 
2) Agenda : human rights and sustainable development (2002) ( 4 clusters 

3) Agenda : MDGs - Thematic issues ( Main theme 

4) Organization : Back-to-back meetings

5) Finance : sharing and voluntary contributions 

7. Who are the Organizers?

· Steering Committee before ACSF 2004 (list at the Appendices) 
· CONGO Working Group on Asia 
· Local Hosting Committee

· Coordinators of Four Clusters 
· During the ACSF 2004, 
· Steering Committee / 2 from each sub-region 
(North East, South East and South Asia) 
· Drafting Committee (one from each sub-region, and coordinator/rapporteur of Day 1, Day 2 and Four Clusters)
8. Who are the Participants?

1) NGOs engaged in advocacy at the UN and other inter-governmental bodies, in particular NGOs in consultative relationship with the UN 

2) NGOs engaged in the implementation of MDGs in Asia 

3) NGOs working with UN ESCAP 

4) Governments, UN and inter-governmental bodies dealing with relevant topics 

· Asia : three sub-regions (North East, South East and South Asia) 

· About 350-400 participants sent the registration forms.

· Neither representative nor delegate

9. What will be the Outcome? 

1) ACSF Final Statement/Communique 

2) ACSF statement on UN-Civil Society Relations (Day 1)

3) ACSF Statement on Millennium Declaration/MDGs+5 (Day 2)

4) Summary Report of Four Clusters (Day 3) 

5) Reports of the Thematic Briefing (Day 4)

6) Proceedings/Reports 

· Adoption of the statements and Summary Reports will on the closing session on Nov. 25.
· Full proceedings and reports will be uploaded at www.acsf.info 

10. What will be the Follow-up?

1) ACSF 2005 and 2006? 
2) Millennium Declaration / MDGs +5 in 2005

3) UN GA resolution and Kofi Annan report on UN/Civil Society Relations 

4) UN Meetings – GA, ECOSOC, Functional Commissions, WSIS, etc. 

5) Inter-governmental Meetings in Asia

6) Civil Society Meetings in 2005 

11. Who Pays?
1) Registration Fee 
2) Voluntary contributions: UNEP, South East Asia Committee on Advocacy (SEACA), Sokka Gakai International (SGI), FORUM-ASIA, Pax Romana ICMICA  Asia Pacific and CONGO

12. What is CONGO?  

· Conference of NGOs in Consultative Relationship with the UN

· www.ngocongo.org 

<Appendix>
· List of Steering Committee Members

· Structure of the Daily Program

· Flowchart of the Agenda

ACSF 2004 : Steering Committee Members

	Area of Concern &

Responsibility
	Conveners / Facilitators

	UN/CS Relations

(Day 1)
	· Mr Seonghoon LEE (Anselmo)

	MDGs
(Day 2)
	· Ms Daphne Villanueva, SEACA

· Mr John Samuel, Actionaid International

	Democracy and
Human Rights (Day 3)
	· Mr Rashid Kang, Forum Asia

· Ms Mary Jane, APWLD

	Peace and
Human Security
(Day 3)
	· Asian Peace Alliance (APA)

· Mr. Yeshua Moser-Puangsuwan, Nonviolence International

· Mr. Gus Miclat, Initiatives for International Dialogue (IID)
· Dr. Chaiwat Sath-Anand, Peace Information Centre

	Environment and Sustainable Development
(Day 3)
	· Ms Saradha Iyer, Third World Network (TWN)

· Ms. Choony Kim, Korean Federation for Environmental
Movement (KFEM) / Friends of Earth International (FOEI)

	Trade and Finance
(Day 3)
	· Focus on the Global South
· AsiaDHHRA

	Local Hosting Committee
	· Mr Gothom Arya, Forum Asia,
· Mr Boonthan Verawongse, PHRRC, Thailand

	CONGO Working Group on Asia
	· Mr Seonghoon Lee (Anselmo)


ACSF 2004 - Structure of Daily Program
	
	Day 0

Nov. 21 (Sun)
	Day 1

Nov 22 (Mon)
	Day 2

Nov 23 (Tue)
	Day 3

Nov 24 (Wed)
	Day 4
Nov 25 (Thu)

	
	
	Opening Day

UN/NGO Partnerships
	MDGs
	Four Clusters
	Planning

Closing Day

	Am
	Registration starts
	Opening Session
	Keynote Speech

Plenary Session 1

regional & global perspectives on MDGs
	Plenary Session : 4 Clusters

Peace and Human Security

Democracy and Human Rights
	Break-out Session

10 Thematic Briefings

	
	Steering Committee
	Keynote speeches

- UN/NGO Partnerships for Democratic Governance
	Continued
	
	

	Pm
	Basic Training on

UN-NGO Relations
Orientation
	Break-out Session

Sub-regional Discussion
	Break-out Session

Thematic & Sectoral Approach to MDGs
	Plenary Session : 4 Clusters

Environment & Sustainable Development

Trade and Finance
	Plenary Session

Reporting to Plenary

	
	
	Panel Discussion (Plenary)

UN-civil society relations
	Panel (Plenary)

Dialogue on MDGs
	Break-out Session

Four Clusters
	Closing Session

Adoption of Statements

	
	Welcoming

Reception by CONGO
	Welcome Reception by Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Thailand
	Informal

Sessions
	Informal

Sessions
	Farewell Reception at Royal Princess Hotel


Flowchart of the ACSF 2004
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