	Asian Civil Society Forum (ACSF) 

Special Seminar on 

Report of High-level Panel on UN/Civil Society Relations :

 Asian Perspective and Response

UNCC, Bangkok / 2-6 pm on Aug. 13 (Friday), 2004



1. Background
1. On June 21, 2004 Kofi Anan, the UN Secretary General submitted to the Member States the report of the Panel of Eminent Persons (High-level Panel) on the United Nations-Civil Society Relations (A/58/817) which was chaired by Fernando Henrique Cardoso, former president of Brazil.  The Panel was formed in Feb. 2003 by Kofi Anan and completed its mandate in March 2004. (for more details of the Panel’s activities, please visit http://www.un.org/reform/panel.htm)
2. The report titled “We the peoples: civil society, the United Nations and global governance” contains 30 thoughtful thought-provoking and interesting proposals which have significant implications and impact on the ongoing relations between the UN, civil society, particularly NGOs and governments at all levels – national, regional and global. Summary of the report can be obtained from Round-Up No 113 of the NGLS (Non-Governmental Liaison Service) at http://www.un-ngls.org/RU113-HLP.pdf) 
3. CONGO (Conference of NGOs in consultative relationship with UN) has made many contributions to the work of the Panel by getting involved in a series of consultation processes.  In particular, CONGO Working Group on Asia convened the regional consultation with NGOs in Asia (Bangkok, Oct. 22-23, 2003) at the request of the Panel. Summary report by the Panel at http://www.un.org/reform/consultation-list.htm and full proceedings prepared by CONGO WG on Asia are available upon request by email. 

4. CONGO WG on Asia in partnership with many regional NGOs as well as UN bodies in Asia has been facilitating the preparatory process of the second Asian Civil Society Forum (ACSF) which will be held at UNCC, Bangkok from Nov. 21 to 25, 2004.  The Panel’s report and MDGs (Millennium Development Goals) are two main cross-cutting issues to be addressed at the forthcoming ACSF 2004. For details, please refer to the attached Information Note of the ACSF 2004.  For more information on ACSF 2002, please visit www.acsf.net and its final statement is also available in NGLS Roundup No 100 http://www.un-ngls.org/roundup.htm
5. The proposed special seminar on the report of the Panel in Bangkok on August 13, 2004 is to provide space for NGOs and UN in Asia to better understand the background of the report, in particular the 30 proposals and to exchange views on their implications on Asia. Mary Racelis, Panel member from the Philippines, will join us to introduce the report and clarify points raised by the workshop participants. Interested NGOs may attempt to develop a common position to be presented to the UN General Assembly which will discuss the report of the Panel under Agenda item 59 “Strengthening of the UN system” in New York in October, 2004.

6. This seminar is part of the regional preparatory process leading to the ACSF 2004 in November.  On the evening of Aug. 13, immediately after the Seminar, there will be the 2nd informal consultation meeting of NGOs regarding the preparation of the ACSF 2004. The first consultation meeting was held in Sasa International house, Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok on June 4, 2004. The minutes of the first consultation can be obtained from Rashid Kang upon request by email hrd@forumasia.org. 
2. Objectives
· To provide more information on the background of the report of the Panel, particularly on the 30 proposals 

· To clarify and discuss the implications of the 30 proposals on the ongoing and future relationship between UN, NGOs and Governments in Asia,  

· To develop a common position/response to the report of the Panel among interested NGOs, if possible, to send it to the UN General Assembly.
3. Provisional Agenda and Program 
UN Conference Center (UNCC) / Aug. 13 (Friday), 2004
· 13:30-14:00 
Registration 

· 14:00-14:10
Welcome by UNESCAP and CONGO

· 14:10-14:40 
Keynote presentation by Mary Racelis, member of the Panel of Eminent 


Persons, Philippines 
· 14:40-15:00 
Questions & clarifications, and open discussion
· 16:00-16:15 
Tea/coffee break

· 16:15-17:15 
Group Discussion (if necessary) or continuation of plenary discussion 

· 17:15-18:00 
Reporting of the Group discussion and synthesis 

· 17:50-18:00 
Follow-up plans, announcements and closing remarks

· 20:00-22:00 
Consultation meeting of NGOs on ACSF 2004 

5. Useful Information
· About 40 to 50 participants from NGOs, UN and governments are expected to participate in the half-day special seminar. 
· All participants are expected to cover their own expenses such as travel and meals. 

· All participants are requested to bring their UN pass, passport or photo identity card to get a pass at the ESCAP entrance. 

· Room number at UNCC for the Seminar and venue of the NGO consultation on ACSF 2004 on the evening of Aug. 13 will be announced later on. 
6. Contact Persons
· Mr Seonghoon LEE (Anselmo), CONGO Working Group on Asia (Geneva)

   leesh@iprolink.ch, Tel : (41-22) 823 0707 / 41-79 253 7815 (mobile) 

· Mr Rashid Kang, Forum Asia (Bangkok)
   hrd@forumasia.org Tel (66-9) 023 1301 (mobile) 
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