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Introduction

1. We, more than 300 participants of the 2nd Asian Civil Society Forum (ACSF) 2004, representing over 100 local, national, regional and international NGOs and civil society organizations from more than 30 countries of the Asian region and the rest of the world gathered in Bangkok, Thailand from Nov. 21 to 25, 2004. We came together to discuss the theme “Building UN/NGOs Partnerships for Democratic Governance through MDGs.” The Forum was convened by the Conference of NGOs in consultative relationship with the UN (CONGO) Working Group on Asia in cooperation with many regional civil society organizations and networks in Asia. The meeting was held at the United Nations Conference Centre of the United and Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP).

2. ACSF 2004, envisaged as a forum for dialogue among various civil society actors with multi-dimensional, multi-sectoral, and multi-faceted characteristics, was a key follow-up event to the first Asian Civil Society Forum (ACSF) held in Bangkok, Thailand from Dec. 9 to 13, 2002. The main purpose of the Forum was to strengthen cross-sectoral networking and cooperation in order to promote more constructive and effective cooperation between UN, governments and civil society for democratic global governance.  
3. One of the aims of the Forum is to provide a regional platform for information-sharing and strategic consultation for a number of forthcoming events in 2005, in particular, the upcoming “Millennium Declaration+5” Summit. The Forum considered the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), and the four thematic issues of democracy and human rights, peace and human security, environment and sustainable development, and trade and finance within the framework of the main agenda for the UN Millennium Declaration and civil society Millennium Forum 2000. 

4. The Forum provided an opportunity for civil society organizations in Asia to consider relations between the UN and civil society within the framework of the report of the High-level Panel of Eminent Persons on UN-Civil Society Relations (Cardoso Panel) as well as the Report of the UN Secretary General (SG) on the implementation of the Panel’s Report (A/59/354) from the perspective of Asian civil society and its effort towards “building UN/NGOs partnerships for democratic global governance.” 
5. The Forum also provided another opportunity for civil society actors in Asia to develop common agendas and strategies to amplify Asian peoples’ voices in global deliberation processes. At the same time, the Forum provided valuable space for many civil society actors to share information, to reflect critically on synergies, and to strategize plans of joint action.
Main Finding and Concerns 

UN-Civil Society Relations
 

6. The Forum welcomed the report of the High-level Panel of Eminent Persons on UN-Civil Society Relations (Cardoso Panel) and the Report of the UN Secretary General (SG) on the implementation of the Report (A/59/354). The implications of these developments was considered in the context of Asian civil society’s efforts to continue “building UN/NGOs partnerships for democratic governance” through MDGs. 

7. We expressed interest regarding the prospect of enhanced relations with the UN. Recalling the first three words of the UN Charter, “We the Peoples”, we welcomed the spirit of the Cardoso Report in calling for greater access to inter-governmental processes for all peoples and we voiced continued concerns regarding imbalances in the participation of NGOs from developing countries, the viability of the proposed trust funds and difficulties associated with the proposed new bureaucracy at the UN.  
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
 

8. Following our deliberations at the first ACSF 2002, we committed ourselves to the MDGs and reiterated calls for a rights-based approach towards the implementation of the MDGs.  At ACSF 2004, we examined the regional implications and state of implementation of the MDGs through the eyes of the marginalized, the disadvantaged, the excluded and the discriminated segments of Asian societies, including but not limited to: women, indigenous peoples, Dalits, farmers/peasants, migrants, migrant workers, stateless persons, undocumented persons, internally displaced persons, refugees, persons with disability, persons of different sexual orientation and identities, children and youth. 
9. As we get closer to the mid-term review of the implementation of the Millennium Declaration and the integrated follow-up to the major UN conferences and summits (Millennium Declaration +5), we are more aware of the major challenges and obstacles to the full implementation of the Millennium Declaration. 
10. We, in view of the upcoming midterm review of the MDGs in 2005, preparatory reviews at national and regional levels, such as the reports being prepared by UNESCAP, UN Development Program (UNDP) as well as the Asian Development Bank (ADB), urge that due consideration be given to concerns discussed at this Forum as expressed in the ACSF statement on MDGs.
Key Challenges and Issues for Civil Society in Asia 

Democracy and Human Rights

11. We, taking note of the Asian NGOs consultations on Vienna +10 and its Bangkok statement (December 2003)
, affirm the statement’s commitment towards the protection and promotion of all human rights for all. The monitoring of the enforcement and compliance of our States with international human rights instruments at local, national, regional, and international levels remains one of our primary concerns. The Forum expressed its concern that many Asian States have not been receptive to ratification of international treaties on human rights.

12. We emphasized in our deliberations the interdependence of democracy, human rights, and the rule of law, and their mainstreaming into the implementation mechanisms of the MDGs. In stating this, we acknowledged that there is no single model of democracy or of democratic institutions. Democracy goes beyond formal processes and institutions and should be measured by the degree to which these principles, norms, standards and values are given effect.
 We stressed the independence of the Judiciary and the legal profession in the administration of justice as reflected in the Beijing statement of principles on the independence of the judiciary prepared by the Chief Justices of Asia. 

13. We, taking into consideration the Asian Consultation on the Impact of terrorism and anti-terrorism measures in Asia (Bangkok, Nov. 19-20, 2004)
 express our deepest concern for the situation of Human Rights Defenders in the region in relation to State practices in implementing anti-terrorist measures. We welcomed the international campaign on women human rights defenders and acknowledged their special needs for protection.  
14. We remain deeply concerned about the situation of human rights in a number of places in the Asian region such as in Aceh, West Papua, Tibet, North East India and especially Manipur, Burma, the deep south of Thailand and the south of the Philippines. Regional trends in human rights violations specifically affect minorities, indigenous peoples, women, children, migrant workers, refugees, non-citizens and internally displaced persons.

Peace and Human Security

15. We endorsed the active incorporation of principles and techniques of non-violence that look beyond brutality and hatred into on-going processes of peace-building and conflict transformation. This involves engaging in forms of quantitative – incremental - non-cooperation as well as transforming violence into peace rooted in justice. 

16. We expressed our deepest concern that many Asian countries have entered into Bilateral Immunity Agreements with the USA in relation to the Rome Statutes of the International Criminal Court (ICC). At the same time, the Forum notes that many other Asian countries have yet to ratify the statutes of the ICC. We urgently call upon those States to ratify them. 

17. We emphasized that there is an urgent need to set up an agenda for peace and security within the framework of the United Nations Millennium Declaration.  This would enhance the interdependence of human security, human rights and peace as well as commitment to safeguard the human rights of individuals and groups facing anti-terrorist measures. It would contribute towards demilitarization of conflicts as well as promote human security and peace. 

18. We noted with alarm the relationship between on-going neo-liberal globalization and growing militarization and unilateralism in international relations which impacts severely on the full enjoyment of all human rights as well as hinders the path towards sustainable development.

19. We observed that the right to self determination should be a key element within peace and security and human rights discourse in Asia.  Many conflicts within this region are caused by the fact that States do not accommodate this right within democratic governance. 

20. We call on States to stop the growing acquisition and proliferation of nuclear weapons, to dismantle nuclear weapon programs and cut back military spending so as to stop diverting public expenditure meant for people’s needs.

21. We urge parties to conflict – both government and non-State armed groups – to abide by existing human rights and humanitarian laws. Civil society organizations should support the ratification and monitoring of the implementation of relevant instruments. We also urge civil society participation, especially the participation of women as defined in UN Security Council resolution 1325, in all aspects of peace building and conflict transformation.
Environment and Sustainable Development

22. We realize that the attainment of sustainable development is a long and complex process requiring resources and commitment. This should not in any way prevent the establishment of measures and mechanisms to achieve this goal. As civil society organizations, we must strengthen ourselves locally, regionally and internationally in order to bring our voice forward regarding the question of ensuring environmental sustainability. The need to incorporate youth and other smaller groups is imperative. 

23. We believe that environmental sustainability, including achieving MDG 7, requires strong and effective democratic governance, peace, security and stability. It also requires respect for, and implementation of, human rights for all peoples. We reiterated the urgent need to integrate and implement the goals and targets at all levels, in an effective, equitable and legitimate manner and with the active involvement of all stakeholders while ensuring the principles of openness, transparency and participation. We recognize our role in critically monitoring and evaluating the progress of Governments and we pledge to put pressure on them to establish National Councils for sustainable development. 
24. We remain committed to pursuing the realization of all 8 MDGs within the spirit and values embodied in the Millennium Declaration. However, it was stressed that local livelihoods, local communities and local initiatives must remain the major beneficiaries of implementation.  Adequate resources should be channeled towards community-initiated, community- based programs and projects.
25. The strong sense emerged that education for sustainable development holds the key to ensuring sustainability and that civil society must be part and parcel of the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (2005-2014). We urge governments, inter-governmental organizations, UN agencies and civil society organizations in the region to work together more effectively to implement the recommendations made at the Asia Pacific Regional Statement to the 6th Global Civil Society Forum (GCSF) and the 23rd Session of UNEP Governing Council/Global Ministerial Environment Forum (GMEF) to be held in Nairobi, in Feb. 2005
 to secure a better and safer world for present and future generations on this the only habitable planet.

Trade and Finance

26. As civil society organizations, we actively work with communities of people who are negatively affected by the impact of globalization. This is why we observe with growing concern how the three pillars of globalization – trade and financial liberalization, privatization and deregulation – are pushed through the WTO, World Bank and International Monetary Fund (IMF).  We are concerned that their policies are entrenched in the UN system through Goal 8 of the MDGs. 
27. We believe the process of globalization should be challenged.  There should be greater effort to put forth alternatives to this economic paradigm so as to promote a more balanced, equitable, fair and just space for local and community control over resources and to provide real and effective community participation in decision-making processes. 

28. The WTO is a rules-based multilateral organization with rules which are biased against the developing world. Any negotiations on trade, whether at bilateral, regional or multi-lateral levels, should be compatible with existing international norms and standards on human rights, environment and peace and human security. There is also an urgent need to protect the livelihoods of ordinary people from the adverse consequences of any trade and/or financial liberalization processes, in particular those socially marginalized, the disadvantaged and other vulnerable groups in society.  

29. The MDGs will not become a reality as long as the financial and trading systems that underpin the world economy remain unfair, inequitable and unjust. The present system promotes debt creation and environmental degradation through resource exploitation.  This ultimately endangers peace and human security. It is also unsustainable since it is based on a constant demand for growth and it exerts pressure on natural resources at the expense of nature and the human community. As long as MDGs are locked into the neo-liberal paradigm they can never be achieved.
Other Thematic Areas of Concerns
Information Society and Civil Society

30. We support the principles set forth in the Geneva Summit Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) (Dec. 2003)
  that Information and Communication Technology (ICT) governance processes should be multilateral, transparent, democratic and open to full participation by governments, the private sector and civil society. To make an all-inclusive, worldwide information society possible, much more effort is required to facilitate the use of many more scripts and languages for electronic use. 
31. We commend the Secretary General of the United Nations on the establishment of the Working Group on Internet Governance. The balance of interests and expertise achieved in the selection of the Working Group's membership gives it every chance of success as it tackles the difficult tasks before it. We look forward to many opportunities to participate in, and contribute to, this Working Group. We also ask that similar consultative efforts be put into the Task Force on Financing Mechanisms.

32. We acknowledge the UN’s efforts to sustain inclusive processes on communication rights, such as the World Summit on the Information Society. We further urge the UN to continue these participatory processes while ensuring that they remain transparent. While multi-stakeholder partnerships and processes in communication rights policy-making are well-intentioned, we urge governments and the private sector to recognise the role of civil society in representing the needs and realities of society in general and of the disadvantaged and marginalised in particular.
33. We recognise the many challenges faced by civil society in addressing human rights, democracy, poverty, human security and sustainable development. We also note that in the light of globalisation and anti-terrorism, there has been an alarming increase in the incidences of the violation and repression of communication rights. In the face of these challenges, we uphold communication rights and its principles of freedom of expression, pluralism, gender equality and cultural diversity as an integral component in these struggles. Thus, we support efforts that seek to protect communication rights with regard to media ownership, intellectual property, internet governance, and censorship. 
Beijing Platform for Action (Beijing + 10)

34. The global review of the Beijing platform for action that is due to take place in 2005 reminds us of the critical need to continue to hold States accountable for their commitments to advance the human rights of women under Beijing Platform for Action (BPFA) and the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and other international human rights instruments. Strategic lobbying and advocacy has to be carried out particularly for critical women’s issues, including: the vulnerability of women in the contexts of migration, trafficking, armed conflict; the growing feminisation of poverty due to neo-liberal globalisation; the HIV/AIDS pandemic and its impact on women’s rights; and the continuing lack of women’s political participation in decision-making at all levels.
Women human rights defenders

35. In line with the women human rights defenders campaign launched on 25 November 2004, there is a need to recognise interconnectedness of women’s rights with human rights and to network strategically among women, human rights and social movements for the recognition and protection of women human rights defenders. Existing human rights’ mechanisms have to be examined better to respond to the specific concerns of women human rights defenders and address the accountability of State and non-State actors for violations. We need to explore the possibility of developing a gender-responsive human rights mechanism in Asia. 

Our Commitment 

36. We reaffirm commitments made by us at the ACSF 2002 to ensure that the negotiations and agreements made by our governments in international economic fora are in conformity with international human rights and environmental obligations. These arrangements must reflect commitments made at UN world conferences. At the same time, we acknowledge that our governments, especially those of developing countries, are under tremendous pressure from more powerful countries and international trade/finance institutions that, instead of upholding peoples’ human rights, do everything within their means to consolidate corporate power and reinforce the neo-liberal ideology that underpins current institutions of global economic governance. 
37. Through networks of cooperation with other civil society groups and allies in industrial countries, we will seek to raise public opinion and undertake joint campaigns and plans of action on the deleterious effects of their governments’ foreign policies on the world’s peoples — whether these are linked to foreign debt, migration, trade or military/security policies. 
38. We firmly believe that, in view of the International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence for the Children of the World (2001-2010), the first phase of the UN World Program for Human Rights Education (2005-2007), UN Decade for Education for Sustainable Development (2005-2014), a holistic approach to education taking into account human rights, sustainable development and peace needs to be promoted in a systematic manner. We oppose the commodification of education and health as new issues in the agenda of the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) in the World Trade Organization (WTO) negotiations.

Way Forward

39. We are keenly aware of the many critical challenges that confront us as we struggle for the realization of our goals of social justice, peace and sustainable development. As a part of our commitment to “building UN/NGOs partnerships for democratic governance”, we will work together with civil society organizations that share our ideals and aspirations at the regional and international levels. 

40. Bearing in mind our own agendas, we will engage constructively in the global agenda with particular reference to the events around the “Millennium Declaration +5” (New York, Sept. 2005) and ministerial conference of the WTO (Hong Kong, Dec. 2005) and their preparatory processes.  

41. In July 2005, the Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict (GPPAC) will convene a conference at the UN headquarters in New York to articulate a policy change on how governments and the international community view and address conflict, as well as to promote a “shift to prevention” culture and paradigm. In order to promote improved interaction between civil society and the UN on this issue, we will continue to exchange and network among civil society organizations, the UN and governments.  

42. As we celebrate the 60th anniversary of the signing of the UN Charter in 2005, and look forward to the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) in 2008, we reaffirm the commitment in these documents to the principle of multi-lateralism which we believe is fundamental for the promotion of peace, security, human rights and democracy.

43. We believe that this Forum represents a step towards a Global Civil Society Forum as agreed at the civil society Millennium Forum held in UN headquarters in New York in May 2000. We remain committed to the vision of partnership for solidarity for all through people’s empowerment and capacity-building. We remain committed to building networks and coalitions as illustrated in the ACSF process.  

44. We commit ourselves to undertake the tasks we have identified during the Forum in the spirit of shared responsibility among civil society actors within each cluster – democracy and human rights, peace and human security, environment and sustainable development, and trade and finance - and across the clusters. 
(as adopted at the closing plenary session on Nov. 25, 2004 and amended by the Drafting Committee)
� Specific concerns of the ACSF 2004 are contained in the ACSF Statement on UN-Civil Society Relations which is attached in Annex 1. 


� Summary reports of four clusters are found in the Annex 3.


� Specific concerns of the ACSF 2004 are contained in the ACSF Statement on UN-Civil Society Relations which is attached to Annex 1. 


� Specific concerns of the ACSF 2004 are contained the ACSF Statement on MDGs which is attached to Annex 2. 


� The full report is available at www.forumasia.org


� E/CN.4/2003/59


� One of the back-to-back meetings organized prior to the ACSF 2004.  More info is available at the www.forumasia.org


� The Asia-Pacific Consultation was held as one of the back-to-back meetings prior to the ACSF 2004. The full text of the Statement is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.acsf.info" ��www.acsf.info�


� The full text is available at the � HYPERLINK "http://www.wsisgeneva2003.org/" ��http://www.wsisgeneva2003.org/� 
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