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Objective: Provide a forum/space for additional issues not raised in the plenary session 
to be voiced and discussed within the ACSF.

A. Issues/Topics

Topic 1: Child Soldiers

· Protocol has been ratified in 2000

· Burma main perpetrator: 15% of new recruits are under 18; children are forced to be perpetrators of violence against fellow children; forced recruitment

· Indonesia: forced recruitment for Aceh freedom movement

· Phillippines: non-state movements using child soldiers arguing they are only used for logistics not using guns & children have right to join movement to protect their lives

· Optional Protocol allows voluntary recruitment of children

· engaged in dialogue with non-state groups along Burmese border campaigning for ratification of Optional Protocol: in SEA only 4 countries so far ( Thailand hasn’t

· Dec. meeting in Bangkok of senior health ministers

· strengthen dialogue with non-state movements 

· calling for creation of mechanism to launch complaints including protection measures for victims

Topic 2: The role of civil society in preventing armed conflict: GPPAC

· formed in response to UN Secretary General report on armed conflict

· several initiatives worldwide

· integrated program for research and networking on armed conflict issues

· goal: for civil society to be able to work effectively with government and international bodies on these issues

· national initiators ensure that a national process regarding this issue is taking place

· regional steering committees discussions

Topic 3: Terrorism, espec. nuclear

· is quite possible

· priority should be to stop the proliferation and reduction of technical nuclear weapons 

· complete disarmament of nuclear weapons?

· can state practice of nuclear threats be stopped? 

· Asia: has most nuclear power of the whole world: lots of money is being diverted from development for military expenditures

· issue is not nuclear terrorism but complete nuclear disarmament as we have no control over the weapon system in our own countries

· NGOs should strongly urge US to dismantle its weapons arsenal 

Topic 5: Palestine/ Iraq and Terror War

· APA formed after Afghanistan anvasion by US

· War on terror is used as a cover for human rights violations by states

· Initiatives: Palestine: speaking tour of Palestine civil society groups; campaign against apartheid wall

· Iraq: sign-on statement putting pressure on governments supporting invasion to withdraw their support

Topic 7: Bandung Declaration – Indonesia

· conference coming up in 2005

· regarding Asian and African countries and the re-emergence of nations and nationalism as guiding principles: enforcing equality of states and non-alignment states

· how to articulate the link between these principles and resistance to hegemony 

Topic 8: Mindanao: UN sponsored referendum

· need to restore the right to self-determination 

· solve problem through peaceful means through UN referendum

· more than 100000 people have died and many more imprisoned

Topic 9:

· ICC is not just benefitial for countries but for people: exemption through BIAs is unacceptable because no one is above the law

· countries are trying to resist US threats which is very crucial for all countries trying to uphold the rule of law and international law

· it’s not only important to campaign for ICC but moreso to resist US pressure for more BIAs

B. Issues/Challenges/Comments raised in regards to above topics:

· self-determination should be key element within the human rights discourse especially in this region because many conflicts within this region are caused by the fact that states don’t recognize this right

· anti-terrorism measures are increasingly employed to counter and suppress these struggles 

· there’s a need to address the legitimacy of these struggles and the legitimacy of the use of violence: we have to be careful ( need to use peaceful ways of resolving these conflicts and need to work on peace processes not just on top level but also within communities

· Indonesian perspective: PM wants to withdraw membership of Indnesion from UN ( very problematic for all; Indonesian NGOs main concern is being able to have some control over the government and its foreign policy; we have to be more careful about self-determination because it can be used for religious hegemony within country and used as excuse for violence; self-determination versus maximizing armed struggle: NGOs have a great capability to resist armed bargaining and to promote more civic strategies and that should be more widely promoted;

· how do we look at self-determination? it’s not a finality; state is a fiction; UN is a fiction; peace agreements and talks: how can a state accommodate several groups within the state; UN principle of self-determination is now a right; definition of self-determination is problematic because each group defines it differentally; can this right be applicable as a accommodating principle of self-governance to transform a conflict; most important principles of charter is the legimtimate use of force; is force legitimate for fight of self-determination; need to take the threat of the use of force more serious

· norms should be created as a mechanism to hold non-state actors accountable; 

· serisousness of arms trade issues: where is the market? mostly asia; myth of national security is so great that there’s no room for democratic governance; need to reaffirm principle of democratic governance

· there’s always a social and domestic dimension to security; civil society should unite to warn governments against using security approaches like anti-terrorism legislation

· ICC declares nuclear weapons is illegal; in democracy every citizen has to right to resist illegal action, we should resist nuclear proliferation

· we must be aware that resistance and nonviolence is restricted by anti-terror legislation; limits on expressing views; spaces for resistance is reducing; struggle to reclaim spaces for resistance

· peace advocators are increasingly being threatened

· child soldiers: what can we do at the national level? treaties are signed but not enforced; treaties that don’t become national laws are useless; on the one side we have norms but things continue to happen; how to push process of enforcing domestic laws?

· many domestic parliaments are not even aware of international instruments or documents, they don’t know what’s happening at the international level

· in regards to optional protocol only policy level initiatives; there should be prevention programs at the national level; even if programs exist they are used against the benefit of the children; 

· Philippine campaign on landmine ban recognized that non-state actors have to be accountable as well, we have to build norms on the non-nation level; got commitments by some groups not to use landmines

· irony of why there is no peace or no security is because all resources go to war thereby all areas of human development are being sacrifized; we put all our efforts into wars

C. Calls/Recommendations made:
· Call for disarmament, sepcifically total nuclear disarmament and arms in general

· Re-direction of resources away from military spending

· Protection of activists and campaigners

· Holding national governments and non-state actors accountable to human rights and international humanitarian law

· Calling on Cambodia, Philippines, East Timor and Vietnam having signed the Optional Protocol on Child Soldiers to take leadership on the issue in the region

· Make use of the Bandung Declaration of 1955 as a mechanism to articulate the right of self-determination

· Call for the resolution of armed conflict through peaceful means and address the root causes of conflicts

· Urge state and non-state actors to allow access for an independent verification/fact finding mechanism on violations of human rights and international humanitarian law 
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