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There was a strong sense of urgency and frustration regarding the deteriorating situation of human rights and democracy in the region. Despite the existence of mechanisms and ratifications and in some countries full cooperation with the monitoring mechanisms, it is clear that all aspects of human rights affecting all sectors of the populations have not been advanced. Equal emphasis and attention is to be given to both individual and collective rights. States must reaffirm principles of universality and indivisibility of human nights. States must also assure non-discrimination. 

MDGs are non-justiciable pledges of governmental intent and therefore lack the strength of human rights discourse as a tool of monitoring effective good governance or for advocacy. It is a diversion at best and at worst, a ploy. Since monitoring is conducted on national aggregates, the specificities of discriminated and excluded groups are hidden. 

Post 9-11, the ‘war against terror’ and repressive national and international laws and policies prioritising state rather than human security are being used against human rights defenders (which includes activists, development workers, etc.). Criminalisation of human rights activity directly supports state impunity and gross and continuous violations of human rights. Specific vulnerabilities such as of women human rights defenders or other marginalised groups serve to increase their target value. 

Key issues in the region that came up:
· Internal conflict in Aceh, North East India especially Manipur, Burma southern parts if both Thailand and the Philippines; 

· Concerns of respect for self-determination; 

· Increasing violations of human rights of religious minorities, sexual minorities, indigenous peoples, displaced persons, women, children, migrant workers, internally displaces persons, refugees and stateless persons; 

· Growing frustration of people with national governments and the UN systems to assure the fulfilment of state obligations regarding basic human needs and rights ; 

· Recognition of US hegemonic activities in the region and their disastrous impact on human rights of the peoples in the region; 

Recommendations:

1. MDGs, in order to be effective tools must be appropriately disaggregated; they require accountability mechanisms. Unless attainment of goals is directly related to country obligations under specific treaties, MDGs cannot be expected to perform their intended function. 

2. There is an urgent need to strengthen civil society and NGO capacity to monitor state accountability and access mechanisms for monitoring directly. 

3. National and regional human rights mechanisms must be developed and strengthened. These, however, are effective only if there is democracy in the country. Regional perspectives are important in addressing issues such migrant workers, refugees, etc. Strong measures must be taken against impunity. Human Rights Defenders must receive adequate protection. Appropriate mechanism at all levels must be put be put in place. 

4. The imperative for human rights education and capacity building. There is an urgent need to democratise the language of human rights discourse in order to enable access. 

5. Human rights must be made justiciable at all levels and there must be an end to impunity. 

6. Civil society must collectively prioritise, strategise, implement and assess actions towards ensuring compliance and accountability of state and non-state actors particularly UN and other multi-lateral institutions. 

7. There is an urgent need for the creation of a regional human rights charter with comprehensive mechanisms, in accordance with international human rights standards with guarantees for its capacity to function independently. 

8. There is a need to take the discourse on human rights discourse beyond the UN to the peoples and their communities. 

Key Four Paragraphs for the ACSF Statement:

Despite the existence of mechanisms and ratifications and in some countries full cooperation with the monitoring mechanisms, it is clear that all aspects of human rights affecting all sectors of the populations have not been advanced. 

MDGs are non-justiciable pledges of governmental intent and therefore lack the strength of human rights discourse as a tool of monitoring effective good governance or for advocacy. Since monitoring is conducted on national aggregates, the specificities of discriminated and excluded groups are hidden. 

Post 9-11, the ‘war against terror’ and repressive national and international laws and policies prioritising state rather than human security are being used against human rights defenders. Criminalisation of human rights activity directly supports state impunity and gross and continuous violations of human rights. Specific vulnerabilities such as of women human rights defenders or other marginalised groups serve to increase their target value. 

Some critical concerns raised included: militarization and intensification in internal conflicts such as Aceh, North East India especially Manipur, Burma southern parts if both Thailand and the Philippines related to self determination; increasing violations of human rights of marginalised groups like religious and sexual minorities, indigenous peoples, displaced persons, women, children, migrant workers, internally displaces persons, refugees, stateless persons, etc.; and  increase in US hegemonic activities in the region. 

Recommendations:

1. MDGs, in order to be effective tools must be appropriately disaggregated; they require accountability mechanisms. Unless attainment of goals is directly related to country obligations under specific treaties, MDGs cannot be expected to perform their intended function. 

2. There is an urgent need to strengthen civil society and NGO capacity to monitor state accountability and access mechanisms for monitoring directly. 

3. National and regional human rights mechanisms must be developed and strengthened. These, however, are effective only if there is democracy in the country. Regional perspectives are important in addressing issues such migrant workers, refugees, etc. Strong measures must be taken against impunity. Human Rights Defenders must receive adequate protection. Appropriate mechanism at all levels must be put be put in place. 

4. The imperative for human rights education and capacity building. There is an urgent need to democratise the language of human rights discourse in order to enable access. 

5. Human rights must be made justiciable at all levels and there must be an end to impunity. 

6. Civil society must collectively prioritise, strategise, implement and assess actions towards ensuring compliance and accountability of state and non-state actors particularly UN and other multi-lateral institutions. 

7. There is an urgent need for the creation of a regional human rights charter with comprehensive mechanisms, in accordance with international human rights standards with guarantees for its capacity to function independently. 

8. There is a need to take the discourse on human rights discourse beyond the UN to the peoples and their communities. 
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