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MDGs & Indigenous Peoples
The Question of Rights

Recommendations for the outcome document
· Indigenous peoples, in particular, and the peoples in general are in fact the owners, the rights holders not mere stakeholders.
· The language of MDGs must therefore be contextualized with this concept clearly underpinning the discourse

· IPs sitting on the last remaining reserves of natural resources on the planet
· Poverty is a human engendered disaster it is structural and deliberate, so the remedies must be recognized to be structural 

· The contradiction between the nation State and its laws and the rights of Indigenous Peoples which are inherent have not yet been resolved at the UN level.
· This causes tremendous problems in policy development and implementation

· IP s are clear that recognition of their inherent rights to land and natural resources to their own cultures and knowledge systems are preconditions to achieving the MDGs and cannot be done without this recognition of rights

· The right to determine our own future is also integral to achieving well being and development of IPs.
· In fact the survival of the planet, of human life and all species perhaps depends on the rights of IP to be respected and our lands and resources protected from commercial exploitation.

· The right to livelihood of IPs is crucial. Industrial activities like mining in virgin forest are displacing thousands of communities. More communities are evicted by conservation activities and without rights to lands recognized it is impossible to achieve even bare survival of IPs, let alone MDGs 

· It is crucial for indigenous peoples’ rights to determine policies that affect them. So there has to be mandatory incorporation of IPs into local and provincial parliaments, for example. So local self governance is required according to IP structures and institutions as much as possible and adequate representation in national government 

· Affirming IPs status as rights holders not stakeholders
· Recognition of rights of ownership and control of natural and intellectual resources
· Discrimination and exclusion, alienation from lands and heritage and erosion of collective self determinant and sovereignty are the foundation of IP poverty and these are aggravated by contemporary policies
· Reference to the common provisions in the international covenants. IPs have the means to develop ourselves if our resources are recognized as our own. If our rights are recognized we can achieve the MDGs ourselves

PAGE  
1

