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MDGs and Farmers
Pax: 40 participants from 14 Asian countries
( Indonesia, Philippines, Bangladesh, Malaysia, Thailand, Sri Lanka, Beijing, 
East Timor, Taipei, South Korea, India, Cambodia, Pakistan, Afghanistan)

Questions:

· What are the issues of the farmer sector at the regional level?

· How can we maximize MDG to address farmer’s issue

Who is the farmer?
· A person or family directly working or tilling the land with his/her hands
· The land may be 
- owned by the person/family – in this case he/she is an owner-cultivator
- or somebody else own the land – in this case he/she is a lessee, an agricultural worker, a tenant, we call him/her a landless farmer
- an agricultural worker can be a seasonal workers


· There are small farmers (owning  less than 5 hectares of land) and big farmers (owning more than 5 hectares of land)


· We are concerned with small farmers,  landless workers

ISSUES

· Landlessness

· Increasing production cost

· Poor road/ infrastructure

· Dependent on middlemen/traders

· Commercial/ big fishers exploit our shore with hi-tech equipment

· With liberalization, farmer sector is threatened

· Land conversion from rice to high value commodity crops

· Promotion of HYV seed by gov’t

Other issues
· Breeder’s right given to corporations

· Food dumping

· TNCs aggressively promoting  GMOs that risk health and environment

· Indebtedness

· Lack of access to land and other natural resources

· Farmers as contract worker

· Lack of participation in policy making

issues
· inadequate government Subsidy to poor farmers

· Soil degradation/excessive use of chemical

· Women farmers – burden of house and child care; patriarchal system in land titling and decision-making

· Decreasing number of farmer

· Impact of WTO/FTA/Bilateral agreements   

· Environmental degradation due to government imposed agricultural policy e.g. green revolution

challenges

· More advocacy

· Investment on research and development

· Sustainable Agricultural technology

· Promotion of Gender rights in agriculture

· Marketing

· Clear indicator for sustainable agri.dev’t; farmer’s right in MDG

· Bring in lessons from Asia to other countries

· Farming as a way of life

Maximizing MDGs for farmers

· Use Rights-based approach

· Contextualize and analyze deeply the causes of the issues and address these

· Process of using MDGs, indicators and outputs have to be clear in achieving rights of farmers
· MDG 1: eradicate poverty and hunger

· Include agrarian reform as important component for poverty eradication

· Subsidy to farmers

· Concept of food sovereignty
· MDG 3: Gender equality and empowerment

· multiple task of women has to be addressed
· MDG 7: Ensure environmental sustainability

· Reject green revolution

· Democratization of natural resources

· MDG 8: Global Partnership for development

· Increase farmer’s participation in poverty eradication program and policy-making processes

· AoA out of WTO

· Ensure trade that is just and fair 

· Build alliances with other sectors

<Testimony>


By Tri Heru Wardoyo

 Chairperson, AFA

1. Good afternoon. I am Heru Wardoyo. I am a farmer in Medan, North Sumatra province in Indonesia. I am also Chairperson of Asian Farmers’Association, an alliance of farmers’organizations in ten countries in Asia. We work together to promote farmers’rights , welfare and development and sustainable agriculture.
2. Talking about MDGs, the first goal strikes me at once. It is good to know that UN member nations still has not given up the fight against poverty. I remember that UN had been waging a war against poverty since 1960s, and had three Development Decades since then . But still, poverty is growing especially in the rural areas. Lives of many small farmers like me, fishers, rural women, indigenous communities continue to be miserable, even more miserable at times. Especially in Asia, where half of the population of the world live.
3. Why are we, farmers, poor? We are poor because we do not own the lands we till; we get only a fourth or a third, at most, a half of what we produce. Even if we have lands to till, we have to grapple with increasing production costs of chemicals and fertilizers because our government taught us to use these; we have poor roads so we cannot bring our products to the central market and thus rely on middlepersons who buy our products at such a low price. We are poor because when we harvest our product, everyone else is harvesting the same product and so prices drop. We do not know how to process our products. Even if we do, we do not have the capital to do this. We are poor because some lowlanders have said that the lands which have been the land of our forefathers and ancestors , are theirs and they have titles to prove these and so we are forced to give up these lands. We are poor because commercial fishers have fished in the waters we used to fish, and with their better fishing nets and gears, are able to catch more fish than us.  We are poorer now that our governments have entered WTO because our countrymen and women are buying cheaper corn and soya from the US than our corn and soya. We are poorer now because our governments continue to make policies which are not favorable to us or which does not respond to our concerns. 


4. With globalization and trade liberalization, the lives of our small rice farmers are continuosly being threatened . Because of poor support from our governments, the entry of cheaper rice from other countries, massive conversion of rice lands to the planting of “high value” crops or to non-agricultural uses, many of our rice farmers feel discouraged in planting rice. For those of us living in countries who have achieved surplus production, we were likewise discouraged to plant rice. Furthermore, with the strong lobby of giant transnational corporations, our governments are starting to aggressively promote the use of hybrid seeds, which will make us forever dependent on these corporations for our seeds. 

5. Does the UN MDGs address these causes why we, farmers and fishers and indigenous peoples are poor? Is the implementation of an effective and efficient agrarian reform a crucial component in halving the number of the poor by 2015? Does the UN MDG help protect the rights of indigenous peoples and small fishers? Shall the UN MDG include as targets the promotion of a more just, fairer world trade? Shall it include as targets the promotion of sustainable agriculture rather than chemical-intensive farming? In the promotion of environmental sustainability, shall it take into consideration the protection of people’s rights as well as of the forests and waters? We know that we don’t have to rely so much upon our government to lift us up from being poor.
6. We have made small initiatives on the ground like organizing farmers groups from the villages up to the national levels, doing land occupation, using sustainable organic farming technologies, establishing market cooperatives.
7. I appreciate UN MDGs. But I am not sure that it will be successful unless it addresses the main causes of our poverty: landlessness, food insecurity, unfair global agricultural trade rules, poor government support services, inadequate skills in appropriate technologies. I hope member countries of UN shall be as passionate in implementing and monitoring previous international declarations or conventions which mean very much to us like the UN charter on peasant rights, the Beijing declaration,  the Rio declaration, among others. For us, farmers, always there is a challenge to rely upon ourselves, and to work together in influencing government to respond to our needs.
8. Thank you very much. 
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