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Good Afternoon. I really cannot add more than what you have already heard about UN Civil society relations starting with the Cardoso report, the UN SG’S Report, the UN General Assembly Deliberations, from what all you have been discussing today. Perhaps what I can do is say a few words about what is happening at the secretariat level, more specifically the UN ESCAP secretariat level in terms of UN Civil society relations.  

First point is that we have been working at strengthening UN civil society relationships at the secretariat level in this region, much prior to the Cardoso report. The level at which we have been focusing on a lot has been on program and project level, working with NGOs on the ground, in fields of health and development, gender and development, population, HIV – AIDS etc. With the Cardoso report and the whole process now on how to improve that relation, ESCAP is looking at how to implement it at the regional level. Of course, we will as the secretariat, have to wait till the process is over to get clear instructions from the head-quarters, on what exactly to put in place, what needs to be done as concrete steps forward. What we have done so far despite the lack of clear instructions, was to put in place a focal point in ESACP, to look at the ways that we have been working with Civil Society organizations previously at the program - project level, now perhaps increase it at the policy level, to draft a kind of compendium of best practices that has been happening in this region  in the region between the UN ESCAP and the NGOs and how these things could be put together and be used when clearer instructions guidelines come on what needs to be done. Then we can base our work, on what we have already been doing, how we have been working effectively and successfully to the extent that we have with NGOs, in programs and projects. 

So this is briefly what we can while waiting to hear what the resolutions and decisions are 1. putting together a compendium of best practices so far of the ESCAP secretariat working with NGOs and as part of that compiling a profile of NGOs in the region building on something that CONGO has started and based on that trying to update it with a profile of NGOs working in different sectors that the secretariat can consult   can consult in our work in this region. 
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