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Excellencies,

Distinguished Organizers of the 2nd Asian Civil Society Forum,

Distinguished Participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of His Excellency Dr. Surakiart Sathirathai, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, as well as the Government and the people of Thailand, I wish to extend our warmest welcome to the distinguished participants attending the 2nd Asian Civil Society Forum. Thailand is honored to be chosen once again as the venue of this important gathering – a gathering that symbolizes the ever-strengthening partnership between the Royal Thai Government, the United Nations, and civil society. The Royal Thai Government attaches great importance to this “tripartite partnership” and is determined to expanding and deepening it. 

We are pleased to learn that this gathering will be an integral part of the regional preparatory process for the “NGO Forum for Millennium + 5” in 2005. We are fully supportive of this initiative and we are confident that its outcome will be an important inspiration for the parallel review process to be undertaken by the Member States of the United Nations next year. Within this context, I wish to contribute to this process by sharing some thoughts on the issue of “partnership” and what it holds for the future of global multilateralism.  

Distinguished Participants,

We are living in the age characterized by dynamic shifting of strategic landscape. The advance in information and communication technologies has shrunk the significance of distance while expanding the spaces and channels for direct public participation in global issues. 

From all corners of the world, individuals are increasingly thinking and acting in terms of “citizens of the world” who are entitled to participate in, and be heard on, issues that affect their lives. In other words, we are witnessing the emergence of truly “global politics” marked by public participation through multiple networks of agencies. This gathering is yet another manifestation of this emerging phenomenon. 

Within this context, it is imperative to ask how the UN shall fit into this big picture. Today is different from 1945 when the UN was established. It is true that the UN has accomplished remarkably since its establishment. But as it approaches its 60th anniversary next year, it is clearly in urgent need of revitalization. The fact that the UN needs to be reformed is no longer a question of “whether” but a question of agreeing on “how”. 

No one captures this imperative for change better and clearer than Secretary – General Kofi Annan when he stated in front of the world leaders attending the General Assembly in 2003 that “we have come to a fork in the road”. I believe that a road-sign leading the way out of this dilemma reads “We, the Peoples”. After all, it is in the name and the spirit of “We, the Peoples” that the UN was found and its Charter was written. 

It is true that the UN is, and will continue to be, an inter-governmental organization of Member States. However, its pursuit of global multilateralism cannot, and should not, be restricted to state-actors.  Strengthening partnerships between the UN and NGOs can help broadening the UN’s constituencies and cultivating a sense of popular ownership. The UN has to reach out more to civil society while enabling civil society to contribute more to the work of the organization within a clear framework of responsibilities and accountability.    

Ways and means should be found to maximize the enormous potentialities created by synergetic partnerships between the states, the UN, and civil society. In the past decade, we have witnessed how ad hoc networks of like-minded actors, states and non-states alike, working on specific issue-areas can effectively mobilize international public opinion and shape the agenda as well as the direction of global governance, notably on issues like anti-personnel landmines, environment and sustainable development, human rights and humanitarian affairs.  

All in all, our ultimate aim should be the promotion of a new form of multilateralism that is people-centered and upholds the values and principles that underpin democratic governance, namely, inclusiveness, participation, transparency and accountability. I am convinced that a people-centered multilateralism that adheres to the values and principles of democratic governance has the best chance of bringing about the realization of the Millennium Development Goals that we all desire.    

Distinguished Participants,

The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) constitute an overarching accountability framework and an ambitious, yet achievable, agenda for action aiming at broad-based, people-centered human development. Everyone has a stake in its success since everyone is an owner of this global endeavor. If we succeed, we succeed together. But if we fail, we all fail together.  

Collective ownership demands collective, albeit differentiated, responsibilities among various stakeholders. For their part, civil society organizations can play important complementary roles in bringing about an effective implementation of the MDGs in three major ways. 

First, civil society organizations can act as a mirror reflecting how well the governments and the UN agencies have been discharging their respective responsibilities. Their inputs can bring new insight into many complex issues and thus render the work of the governments and the UN agencies more comprehensive.   

Second, effective implementation of the MDGs requires a decentralization of public goods delivery so as to bring the fruits of the MDGs implementation to the grassroots level. Due to various constraints, the government cannot do everything. Civil society organizations, due to their expertise and flexibility, have the capacity to translate many of the government's programs into concrete actions on the ground, such as in the areas of public health and education.

Third, civil society organizations, through their networks, can help connect “the local” with “the global”. The implementation of the MDGs can be successful only if it is informed by local realities. In the meantime, informing the local populace about the global undertakings and how they can affect the livelihoods of individuals is crucial for the cultivation of a much needed sense of local ownership. 

In this regard, I wish to commend the Conference of NGOs in Consultative Relationship with the UN (CONGO) for organizing this meeting which forms a part of its outreach project aiming at bringing the two spheres closer. I also wish to welcome the Report of the Panel of Eminent Persons on United Nations-Civil Society Relations, or the Cardoso Report, and the Secretary-General’s response to the said Report. I am pleased to learn that these two significant reports will be extensively discussed in this forum. On the part of the Royal Thai Government, we are particularly interested in the Panel’s proposal on enhancing the capacity of NGOs and strengthening multi-stakeholder partnerships at the country level.   

Distinguished Participants,  

An effective and durable global multilateralism is the one that is built upon multi-stakeholder partnerships at different layers, the most fundamental of which is the country level. The Royal Thai Government values partnerships with other stakeholders on issues of common concern and intends to strengthen them even further for the well - being of the people. Our experience in the implementation of the MDGs is a good example of multi-stakeholder partnerships between the governmental agencies, the UN agencies, academic and research institutes, as well as the NGOs.   

According to the Thailand Millennium Development Goals Report 2004, Thailand has already achieved most, if not all, targets 15 years ahead of the deadline. Among the targets already met are those concerning poverty, hunger, gender, HIV/AIDS, and malaria. Progress is being made in other areas such as education, child and maternal health, as well as environmental sustainability.

Yet, we are not satisfied with these achievements and we are determined to surpass the international minimum targets where we can. Hence, we have set for ourselves a set of ambitious MDG Plus targets. For example, we are determined to reduce the proportion of poor people in the country to below 4 percent by 2009. If successful, it will represent a remarkable four-fifth reduction in the proportion of people in poverty since 1990, six years ahead of 2015.

Towards this end, the multi-stakeholder partnerships will be reinforced and expanded. Greater participation from local communities will be encouraged so that their specific needs and conditions are taken into account. More decentralization of service delivery and empowerment of disadvantaged groups are also identified as the priority strategies for achieving the MDG Plus targets. 

By doing so, the Royal Thai Government is determined to ensure that the implementation of the MDG targets as well as the MDG Plus targets reflect the values and principles of democratic governance and the core spirit of democracy that is encapsulated in the familiar and meaningful phrase: “of the people, for the people, and by the people”.

However, when we say "the people", we do not mean just the people of Thailand, but also the people beyond Thailand. We believe that a sustainable human development and poverty reduction in Thailand cannot be achieved while our neighbors continue to lag behind. And that is why Thailand is committed to the principle of "Prosper-Thy-Neighbor" that is based on the spirit of partnership. In recent years, various sub-regional, regional, and inter-regional cooperative frameworks have been initiated and promoted by Thailand towards this end. Among these initiatives are the Ayeyawady – Chao Phraya – Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy (ACMECS), the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC), and the Asia Cooperation Dialogue (ACD), to name just a few. 

Put together, we are convinced that this cobweb of cooperative partnerships can form an overarching framework that will give shape and substance to the MDG 8 that calls for global partnership for development while reinforcing the progresses in other areas. We are convinced that these inter-locking partnerships will open up and expand channels for people-to-people contact between countries near and far; thus, contributing to the emergence of partnerships at the people level. We have incorporated a brief review of our contributions to the MDG 8 into the Thailand Millennium Development Goals Report 2004, which was submitted by His Excellency the Prime Minister to Secretary - General Kofi Annan during his official visit to Thailand last July. We are now preparing a separate national report specifically on the MDG 8, which is expected by September 2005. Once completed, we are ready to use it as a basis for sharing our experiences and best practices with all interested parties. 

Distinguished Participants,

The Royal Thai Government is committed to strengthening partnerships with the NGOs as representatives of civil society. We are open to constructive advices and recommendations if they would bring about an improvement in the people’s well-being. We value the dedication of many NGOs who have been working tirelessly to make a difference in the lives of the disadvantaged and marginalized sectors of our society. The Royal Thai Government appreciates the work of these dedicated men and women, and stands ready to support them in whatever way we can.    

We are aware that there are challenges that need to be overcome in an effort to forge partnerships with various NGOs and differences may sometimes arise. However, we are convinced that genuine partnerships can be forged if each side appreciates respective roles, responsibilities and constraints.  

While the NGOs might represent specific constituencies, the Royal Thai Government, like any other democratically elected governments, must listen to the voices and represent the interests of the whole spectrum of society. At times, the NGOs might find themselves performing their work under constraints. However, one should also bear in mind that the government has to act under multiple factors and constraints at all times.   

Indeed, we might not agree on everything, but it does not mean that we cannot agree on anything. We should not shy away from working together whenever and wherever we can. As stated by His Excellency the Minister of Foreign Affairs here two years ago: “We must learn to work together on the basis of our differences. We must find our complementary roles”. 

It is time that we approach the relationship between the Government and the NGOs from a new perspective based on mutual understanding and constructive dialogue.

Let’s not view each other as “the Other”.

Let’s instead view each other as “Brothers and Sisters”. 

Distinguished Participants,

Brothers and Sisters from the UN agencies and civil society organizations, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Together, we can form building blocks of partnership that will reclaim the spirit of “We, the Peoples”, revitalize the United Nations, enrich multilateralism, uplift the well-being of the people, and ultimately contribute to a more just and humane world as envisioned in the Millennium Declaration and the Millennium Development Goals. 

There is nothing truer than the truth that we are all connected as friends, colleagues, partners and fellow citizens of the world. 

On this note, on behalf of the Government and the people of Thailand, I wish you all very successful deliberation. I am confident that the outcome of the meeting will shape the direction of the debate concerning global governance in the years to come.  

Thank you. 
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