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Madame Chair, distinguished panelists, distinguished participants, ladies and gentlemen.  It is indeed a great pleasure for me to be standing in front of you at a very, very short notice.   And I think this shows something about the spirit of the NGOs, non-governmental organizations, that is that you have a tremendous urge to do something good, but you have little resources - as you said you don’t have the money for a good diner - but also a luxury of time to really plan the proceedings, but I think we are all in this good spirit.

I have one guiding principle in my service to the world community, and that is if you want something done ask somebody who is busy.  The reason he is busy, the reason you are busy, the reason everyone is busy, is because you are very committed, very engaged, and you want to do something good.  Therefore, we are all here today in order to talk about the NGO-UN partnership in bringing something good to the world.    And my part – if I remember well – I was asked to talk about challenges to democratic governance, which a lot of you as NGOs and individuals are engaged in.  

Soon after the Cold War we thought the world would be a more peaceful place.  [Note: some text may have been missed when the tape was changed at this point].  We thought that freedom would be on the march in every direction.  We thought the unquenchable urge for freedom, for liberty, for human rights would come forth from every community, from every society, no matter whether you are in the North, in the South, in the East, or in the West.  Well, some of those assumptions have been true.  The urge for freedom, the urge for democracy has been very, very strong.  At the same time, peace and security, which would be a precondition for a fulfillment of that urge for freedom and for liberty certainly has not been in abundance all across the globe.  In fact, in many places we have seen a steady receding of the frontier of freedom, of human rights, of human liberties.  So, this is a great, great challenge to all of us.  
We thought globalization would be a wave that would lift every human community like a rising tide, but as it has been observed; only some of the most expensive yachts have been lifted with the rising tide of globalization.  Many of us unprepared, unqualified, have not been given the benefit of the wave and rising tide of globalization.  Unfortunately, globalization is a secularizing, a very, very secularized phenomenon.  It has put a lot of traditional societies under pressure; a lot of human communities under tremendous strain because in the midst of the rising tide of globalization we are losing our values, we are losing our tradition, we are losing our identities, and therefore we are losing our security as human beings.  So, what we have seen around the world today is a sense of loss, a sense of disorientation, a sense of alienation, and a sense of insecurity.  
There have been talks about transferring, imposing, introducing democracy in certain societies, so that it would march from there across the region and it would make that region more stable, more secure, and more prosperous.  Two years into the effort we are witnessing more insecurity, more instability, more violence, and there is no end in sight.  So, I guess the real challenge to democracy is to find a formula that would give security, that would give space, that would give identity, and that would give comfort and confidence to every human being in our societies.  We are not finding those spaces, we are not finding those securities, and we are not finding those environments that would nurture our sense of belonging, our sense of participation, our sense of ownership both of our societies and of the processes governing our societies.
In some countries we find more violence within borders of states than previously the case during the Cold War.  There are more people being killed inside the states through various conflicts, sometimes at the hands of the states themselves - today more than ever.  At the same time we are finding that this identity, this most universal of all institutions, the United Nations, are at a very, very critical juncture of its own existence.  Its legitimacy has been undermined, its power has eroded, its influence has been limited, curtailed, and it is finding itself more and more difficult to provide a structure, an environment, an impetus for human progress and human development.  

We established the United Nations in order to protect humanity from the scourge of wars right after World War 2.  Now wars between states have been reduced, but conflicts within states have increased.  And we have found out that state sovereignty have been used to protect the international community, like the UN, like yourself, like NGOs, from getting in to help and protect those poor souls within those borders, because of the appeal to the sanctity of sovereignty.  

So, everywhere we live under pressure, everywhere we live under threats, everywhere we live in a state of insecurity.  Democracy is under pressure more than ever.  Human rights are being violated sometimes by the instruments of the states themselves more than ever.  That is the challenge of the global community.  And that is the challenge, I am sure, for all of us, all of you, in this assembly today.  

Democracy cannot be imposed.  Democracy cannot be transferred from one society to another.  Democracy cannot be developed when the states, the governments, are being maintained in order to satisfy the need, the sense of security, and satisfy the national interest of other states.  Regimes in some part of the world, some region, are being kept regimes unrepresentative, undemocratic, only because security and stability in some parts of the world are important, are critical, to the need, to the interest, of some other powers outside the region.  I’m talking about the Gulf; I’m talking about the Middle East.   For a long, long time the world has helped sustain some of those regimes because they are sitting on oil fields.  They have not been encouraged, been nudged, or been urged, to move towards more open, more liberal, more democratic systems of government because their stability, their security are of critical interest to countries in the West, because they need energy, because they need oil, because they need minerals.  Now we are finding real stability, real security of the region must come from a sense of security, a sense of participation, a sense of ownership of all the peoples within those states, within those countries, within that region.   Unfortunately, we find out too late and we have problems on our hands.  

Fundamentalism, extremism, and rigidity are being exported out to the rest of the world and bring insecurity, and bring violence, and bring a lot of pressure in to the outside world and that is what we are witnessing.  So, I guess my message for you today is that you cannot wish democracy in being, you cannot transfer democracy, you cannot impose democracy to any people expecting it to be accepted and established, and expand from there into the neighbouring countries.  Democracy is a long march by definition.  Democracy involves all people by definition.  Democracy is in itself a process of participation, contribution, and maybe tension, maybe conflict, maybe in the short run instability.  But, only through commitment, only through participation, only through experiment, only through trail and error can you bring about true democracy.  So, the process of globalization, rather than bringing stability, and security, and democracy, is now dividing, pressuring the people, undermining identities of the people, making it more difficult for the people to live, to participate, and to contribute.  Because within those states, within those countries, there have not been experiences of participation, experiences of contribution, experiences of working, and representing their own interests, representing their own communities and their own peoples.  

Not every community, not every sector of society is prepared, is qualified, to manage the pressure of globalization.  They cannot compete, they cannot make a contribution, they cannot participate so they feel alienated, they feel left out, they feel unprepared, and they feel living in despair.  A lot of those minorities, a lot of those societies, a lot of those peoples are finding their lives in the age of globalization extremely disoriented, extremely insecure, and they are rebelling.  So, there is violence everywhere.  
In this country in the South, any of you ever wonder why Thailand should come to this point of tremendous violence in the deep south?  Because the community doesn’t feel secure.  Because the community down there doesn’t feel that they have been given a fair share.  And they don’t have confidence in the process of managing their own affairs.  So, there is a lot of conflict, there is a lot of tension, there is a lot of violence.  And I think all across the region we will be witnessing more of that if we are not careful.  And it is a very disturbing prospect because it is going to affect the entire region, its going to bring insecurity and instability to the entire region only because people don’t feel the ownership of the process, of the system, and they don’t feel that their rights, their interests, their welfare are being well taken care of.  Oftentimes, states are operating in what I would call a climate of impunity.  It is too popular, it is too powerful, it is too effective to the point where the system of check and balance, supervision and control, institutions of supervision and control are all neutralized, are all contained, or have been made ineffective.  So, we have democracy in form in many countries.  We have democracy in name.  We have institutions, we have systems, but we don’t have democracy in real life.  That is what is lacking, that is a mistake that many of us have made.  That if you have a good constitution, you have a good system, you have good institutions, you shall have democracy.  You have good elections you shall have democracy.  You have 90% participation in the elections you shall have democracy. And that is why you cannot leave the governments, the states, the institutions alone by themselves without scrutiny, without check, without balance, without supervision.  And that is why the NGOs are important - because you are committed to your own cause or causes.  Because each NGO is one issue orientated.  The environment, human rights, democracy, child welfare, fair trade, labour, because you have one issue to give all of your energy and your commitment to promote.  And with the convergence of all your energies and all your efforts hopefully we can weave that tapestry of different colours, of different patterns, but strengthening the fabric of our societies, strengthening the peoples, and indeed strengthening the system. 

And I have a message for those who work on democracy and human rights.  Don’t be complacent.  Don’t only talk about how to promote democracy where in doesn’t exist.  In many places democracy exists but those democracies are going backward.  We are losing our freedom, we are losing our liberty, we are losing our democratic space.  At the same time, the country, the government, are claiming that they are, it is, more democratic than ever because it has the support of the people.  This is, I think, a major issue around the world today.  However, the entire human community is being orientated to one issue, security more than anything else, the war on terrorism more than any agenda; a lot of your agendas, a lot of your priorities are being put backward.  As long as you join us in the alliance against terrorism we will forgive you on the issue of democracy and human rights.  I don’t think there is a trade off.  I don’t think there should be a trade off.  I don’t know anywhere else but here in South East Asia, in the last three or four years, where democracies and human rights are being put on the back burner.  

Less emphasis, less interest, less attention, because we are paying are more attention to violence, terrorism, and the war against terrorism.  That is a great disservice to our societies, our peoples, and I hope you feel it.  I hope you share that concern.  And this is a symptom of a globalized world, a symptom of an integrated world, and that is when one agenda is set everybody has to sign on to it.  You cannot have your own separate agenda, you cannot have your own separate priorities, otherwise you don’t belong.  This is a dilemma.  This is a problem.  This is a great, great critical issue before us.  Can we expect in this globalized world to have our own individual agenda?  Because each of our agendas are important and critical in itself.  Whether its environment, whether its human rights, whether its democracy, whether its child welfare, it is important in itself.  But when all our interests and our agenda are being subsumed under one main theme of the international global community we will not have a balanced approach to all our problems.  Some will be ignored, some will be brought up, many will be left aside.  I’m sure all of you must have felt it in the last three or four years.  The problem is how to bring it back.  How to rescue our own agenda?  How to bring each and every agenda important to you, back to centre stage?  You can only do that when you have the people with you.  When you have the contribution and the participations of the people into the process.  So, let me say our agenda is under threat, our sense of participation and belonging, and contribution of the people is being contained, democracy everywhere is almost by name, in name, but no real content, no real spirit.  And yet, the efficiency of every NGO depends on a democratic environment.  The effectiveness of your contribution into making this world more pleasant, more happy, more content, depends on an ever opening democratic space.  So, there is the challenge.  We are walking, facing, crossing each other, the trend of the world and your mission, and your contribution.  

I want to raise one more point and I’ll stop.  And that is for a long time we thought we are building a more integrated, more cooperative, and more convergent world community.  We thought globalization would bring us closer, would bring us more onto a cooperative mode with each other.  We thought the world community being smaller because of technology, of science, would make us more caring and more compassionate toward each other.  And I think that hope is a noble hope.  I think that hope is within reach.  And I think each and every one of you is working on that trajectory, trying to bring the world community to a more convergent, more integrated, more caring human community.  What we have witnessed in the last three or four years I hope it is an anomaly; it is only temporary.  But we should aspire for a more compassionate world.  The UN was established among sovereign states divided with their own interests, their own agenda, their own aspirations.  We are at a point where we can no longer live in isolation, in division, separating from each other by the concepts like sovereignty anymore.  And that is very crucial, very basic to your own work.  And here in this part of the world you will hear, an argument who are you?  Who elected you to be involved in issues within these countries, within these states?  So, the argument, the paradigm that each and every one of us lives in isolation from each other within our boundaries is no longer valid.  In the world of globalization, of integration, your problem is my problem, my problem is everybody’s problem because it has a spillover effect to everyone - in every direction.  So, we aspire no longer to build a community of nation-states.  We must set our sight on building a community of the entire human species.  
There was a poet of seventeenth century Turkey by the name of Mevlana Jalaluddin Rumi.  Many of you must have picked up his books, his poetry, at airport bookstores, Rumi, he said, “merchants of all goods are gone, we are the new merchants”, that was three hundred years ago, he said, “this is our bazaar”.  And each of you, is a merchant of ideas, each of you is contributing with ideas, with initiatives, with effort, into this bazaar.  All goods, all ideas, are now irrelevant, obsolete, and must be discarded with.  We need new ideas, we need new contributions, we need new initiatives.  This is your bazaar; A new world.
That was Mevlana Jalaluddin Rumi.  But a Catholic priest, that was a Muslim poet, a Catholic priest in our own century, only a few years ago, has this to say, and his name is Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, a Jesuit priest, has this to say, “the age of nations is past, it remains for us now if we do not wish to perish, if we do not wish to be extinct from the face of the Earth”.  He said, “It remains for us now if we do not wish to parish to set aside the ancient prejudices and build the Earth”, not a nation, not a state, to build the Earth together, governments the way they are, the way they exist, cannot do it.  States the way they are, the way they exist, cannot achieve.  We need a contribution, all contributions, from entities, civil society, NGOs, like yourselves.  To make the world democratic we do need active contributions from you, and all of you.  And for all of you to be effective in that role, that role must be more open and more democratic.  It is symbiotic.  But it is also worrisome.  That that space, that democratic space seems to be shrinking rather than expanding.  Therefore it is up to us, up to you, to push that dividing line between an open democratic space and authoritarian space, and bring full freedom, a full flourishing of human rights, and human security into the world community.  It is your task.  It is our task together.  I commend your effort.  And I wish your deliberation here, fruitful, successful, and from here out you bring a new spirit, a renewed spirit of cooperation for the sake of all humanity out to the world.  Thank you very much.                
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