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Report of the South East Asia Group Discussion

INCREASING THE PARTICIPATION OF NGOs IN INTERGOVERNMENTAL BODIES 
Pro/Con of being a ECOSOC-accreditated NGO. Sharing of experiences.
· It is worthwhile and beneficial. But comes with responsibilities 
- submit annual activity report.

· Make use of the opportunities in the treaties/agreements. E.g. Rome Treaty

· Gov. rep will consult the NGOs based on their expertise & experience

INCREASING THE PARTICIPATION OF NGOs IN INTERGOVERNMENTAL BODIES
Lobbying UN, you will need:

· a lot of determination 

· Investment of time, resources and energy

· high level of diplomacy

· Establish credibility

· Build capacity of CSOs

· Sharing of information

· Build alliances

· Make our presence felt
· Explain our position at a very competent level and supported by a good database
IMPROVING ACCREDITATION
· Questioned the accreditation process and its mechanism

· Raised the risks of a single accreditation process 

· Concerns about rejection of application

· Opportunities in current system of accreditation in different UN bodies and agreements
ESTABLISHING A TRUST FUND TO INCREASE THE NGOs PARTICIPATION (1)
· Raised doubts whether Government will contribute to the fund
· Strategy: to lobby for our government to contribute (e.g. incorporate into the country’s development budget).

· Need to set Criteria and draw up guidelines on source and use of funds
ESTABLISHING A TRUST FUND TO INCREASE THE NGOs PARTICIPATION (2)
Concerns over the possibility of UN GA’s rejection to establish another trust fund (due to budget constraint) 
· NGOs need to lobby for much greater allocations as a long term strategy

· Important for NGOs not to rely only on this fund

· Country-level activities is vital to define how this process should evolve. 
ENHANCING COUNTRY-LEVEL ENGAGEMENT WITH NGOs
· To review whether current system is effective.
· Enhancing the capacity of the UN resident coordinator through sustained engagement with CSO

· EXPLORING THE ENLARGEMENT OF THE PARTNERSHIP OFFICE
· Having Global Compact in the partnership would elevate their profile and simultaneously undermine the Non-Governmental Liaison Service (NGLS)
· Oppose Global Compact
WAY FORWARD
· Draft NGO statement on UN-NGO relation, tailor it to the government. Send it to UN country representative, forward it to UN NY
· Need to obtain a copy of the draft GA resolution, comment on it and duly submit it to national UN rep
· At national level- submit resolutions to government. Lobby the UNDP representatives for support and to disseminate the report
· Explore creative network linkages among the NGOs – to engage strategically
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