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· Participants: 
46 civil society participants from 15 countries of the region, with work covering issues of human rights, environmental protection, sustainable development, and trade.  

· Panelists: 
Malini Mehra, Mary Racelis

· Secretariat: 
Zehra Aydin

(A number of UNESCAP staff attended parts of the meeting as observers)

The program of the two-day meeting prioritized giving maximum time to CS participants to share their experiences with UN engagements and to develop their recommendations for improvements based on obstacles and good practices that were identified. The UN-ESCAP Director welcomed the participants and Dr. Cielito Habito (former Minister of Development and Deputy Prime Minister of the Philippines) presented a keynote challenge to the participants. Panel members Mehra and Racelis took turns to chair the plenary sessions of the first day. Secretariat chaired the plenary sessions of the second day to allow panelists to freely engage in the discussions without the burden of running a meeting. The four breakout groups were each led by the two Panel members, the secretariat representative and the keynote speaker. A copy of the program is attached. 

GENERAL COMMENTS:

· CS finds the greatest value in the UN as a provider of space for networking, exchange of views and building trust among various governmental and non-governmental parties.

· CS is highly disappointed with the gap between government goals/commitments made at global conferences and lack of follow up action on these goals. UN is perceived as lacking the ability to help close this gap or in demanding accountability from the governments. 

· Less participation by Southern NGOs/CS actors in UN events continues despite UN rhetoric on the need to correct the imbalance and efforts made by some parts of the UN and large NGOs towards geographical balance.

· Although there are examples of innovative openings for participation in UN meetings, there is also a disturbing reversal and shrinkage in the more traditional participation mechanisms such as statement/speaking opportunities at deliberative bodies. 

· CS has important responsibilities to preserve nurture and increase the space it has gained in UN processes. To accomplish this the CS community needs to be increasingly better prepared, especially substantively, to ensure effective inputs and influence. CS also needs to organize itself more effectively in the South. 

· The engagement of CS with UN country offices is often an experience of frustration. NY-HQ or Geneva offices of the UN are seen as more open to civil society compared to its country or regional offices. (Specific examples presented: for UN country offices in Korea and Malaysia, as well as ESCAP)

· UN bodies interpret their mandates, and the related role of the secretariats, in a limited manner. For example, bodies dealing with economic and social issues do not consider human rights linkages even though these issues are inter-related.

· MDGs provide a useful framework for integrated approaches. However, lack of knowledge about them and involvement of CS in their implementation remain limited. 

· Innovative participatory mechanisms that are developed in one part of the UN are poorly applied by other parts of the organization or not applied at all. (Example: application of the CSD’s multi-stakeholder dialogue mechanism at ESCAP during the regional Preparatory Committee for WSSD). 

· Access continues to vary on an ad hoc basis across different UN bodies. This reduces the impact of CS at deliberative processes.

· The political nature of accreditation, the growing number of government organized/created NGOs (GONGOs), and the perceived relative ease of private sector’s access to the UN and Governments are issues of great concern to the region’s CS. 

· Turf issues between the UN organs at the regional level are seen to reduce the effectiveness of CS as these negatively impact resource sharing and coordination of activities. 

· The CS overwhelmingly demand that the ‘we the peoples’ sentiment of the UN Charter is made real. 

· The eroding authority of the UN, compared to less democratic multi-lateral organizations such as WTO and World Bank, is of concern. 

RECOMMENDATIONS:

· Formal access - Accreditation

· Process (including the ECOSOC Committee on NGOs)

· Both governments and non-governmental actors should be consulted on the accreditation of applicants. Governments should have the only say in accreditation decisions: CS should also be part of the process. 

· UN should decentralize the accreditation process to reduce concentration of related decisions solely in the hands of the Committee on NGOs, which favors political rather than substantive decisions. 

· The nature and composition of the Committee on NGOs should be considerably changed. The composition should allow CS participants. Since this is a significant institutional change, in the interim, a CS advisory group to the Committee should be established. 

· Rules and procedures of the Committee should be carefully reviewed to clarify them. 

· The Committee on NGOs should be made more accountable on its accreditation decisions. 

· The Committee on NGOs should have (open) deliberation on its interpretation of Article 71 (of the UN Charter) and ECOSOC Resolution 1996/31.

· There should be clear time limits on postponement of decisions about applications and on repeated requests for further information from the applicants. The latter merely function as a proxy for postponement of the decision. CS suggests that a one-time postponement of decision should be the rule with a requirement that a decision on the applicant should be taken after the first postponement. 

· Suspension of accreditation should be linked with mechanisms of due process and right to reply.

· The Committee on NGOs should have a mechanism that allows CS to contest applications made by GONGOs. 

Regional mechanisms

· A multi-party (multi-stakeholder) committee at the regional level could facilitate applications made from the region. 

· The above or similar mechanism should foster and facilitate the accreditation process through monitoring progress of the applications made by CS of the region. 

Concepts

· The concept of ‘consultative status’ should be reconsidered to clarify it. There should be information and sensitization on the meaning of this status to reduce misunderstandings. 

Principles

· Entry should be more liberal

· Accreditation should be based on a policy of least encumbrance.

· The relatively higher openness and other similar principles underlining the global conference accreditation process should be made the basis of the ECOSOC accreditation process. 

· Accreditation process should aim to maximize CS participation. 

· Accreditation should allow applications from CS organizations representing excluded groups such as those in exile

Formal Access- Participation in Deliberative processes

· UN as well as CS itself should provide orientation to the newly accredited organizations to increase the effectiveness of their participation

· Once accredited CS should be provided with clear guidelines on their participation rights 

· UN should make it easier and less burdensome for CS to get passes to attend meetings 

· Un should assure consistency of access of accredited NGOs and reduce arbitrary participation decisions by deliberative processes

· UN should enforce the existing policy instruments on participation

· UN should develop a ‘code of conduct’ for governments regarding their relationship with CS. 

· UN should review all existing rules and procedures regarding conferences and judge their effectiveness in order to bring their good participatory practices into the regular deliberative processes of the organization.

· UN should develop more coherence and consistency in its participation rules and procedures system-wide.

Institutional changes

· UN should establish a CS Rights’ Defenders process by appointing a Special Rapporteur to monitor how participation rights, rules and procedures in inter-governmental processes are applied as well as cases of government complaints against CS.

· Multi-stakeholder dialogues should be used/applied at the national and regional levels. UN country and regional offices should assist with creating such interactive space. As multi-stakeholder institutions, National Councils for Sustainable Development could be used as a platform for such dialogue.

· UN Should promote equity in representation of CS, private sector and governments in its processes. 

· Un should promote and support emerging alternative processes such at the ICC, World Social Forum and the G20 (of Cancun)

· CS should be given access to the Security Council. Experts drawn upon by the SC for advice should be truly independent. 

· The recently instituted interactive sessions during the High Level Segments of ECOSOC should be enhanced and CS participants in these sessions should be challenged to be more substantive.

Trade related bodies

· There should be direct CS involvement in policy-making bodies/organs of trade related organizations such as the World Bank, IMF and the regional banks. 

· UN should distance itself from less open or less democratic global trade organizations (to protect its reputation)

· The trade related bodies of the UN (ILO, UNCTAD, WIPO, FAO) should be strengthened to reduce the singular influence of WTO on trade decisions. In this context, UNCTAD should be converted into a regular governance institution (rather than remaining as a conference)

Changes in dynamics of relationship

National

· UN country offices should play a facilitating/supporting role in registration of NGOs/CS at the national level. This support should be based on a rights framework including ‘freedom of association’.

· UN should provide protection to non-governmental interveners of HR violations at the local level

· UN should enable changes in the attitude of staff in country offices to make them more responsive to CS at the national level (particularly in the context of human rights work)

· UN should have dedicated CS liaison staff in each country office.

· There should be more transparency regarding international activities of national governments including the selection of CS representatives for national delegations sent to global conferences or regular inter-governmental meetings.

Regional

· ESCAP should facilitate dialogue between governments and CS of the region by creating legitimate interactive space. 

· ESCAP should engage with CS in the human rights area and not interpret its mandate on economic and social issues in a limited manner- these issues are closely and increasingly linked with human rights. 

· ESCAP should have closer links with the functional commissions of the ECOSOC family including the Commission on Human Rights. 

· ESCAP should give priority to Asian expertise when selecting staff. 

· Participatory experiences of the regional commissions should be streamlined for consistency across regions. 

· UN should create effective NGO liaison mechanism(s) at all its regional offices. 

International

· UN should assist Cs/NGOs in making urgent interventions in cases of human rights abuses

· UN should provide protection for accredited NGOs/CS against government complaints directed at them. 

· UN should more actively monitor and ask accountability from governments on fulfilling he commitments they have already made at global conferences and other inter-governmental processes including the MDGs. Better streamlined implementation and monitoring guidelines should be developed and widely disseminated in this context. 

· Creating an enabling environment for freedom of expression should be adopted as a fundamental principle of UN’s work with CS. 

Resources and capacity building issues

Funding issues

· Direct contributions/allocation from national taxes to UN should be instituted to allow greater accountability of the organizations to tax payers. 

· UN should raise more resources for Southern CS to increase their participation and support their networking efforts

· UN should maximize the use of existing funds available to support CS: existing trust funds should be better coordinated. 

· The trust fund created for the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues should be seen as a good model for creating similar funds for other CS sectors. 

· There should be trust funds to support CS at the national and regional levels. Grants made through these funds should be tied to responsibilities to increase effectiveness and accountability of the recipients. 

· If the long proposed Tobin Tax is realized, 10% of the revenues from this sources should be allocated to CS. 

· Newly emerging funding sources should be explored with a view to generating financial resources for CS (for example: the funds transferred to home countries by migrant workers)

Capacity building and information 

· UN’s regional and country offices should be more proactive in coordinating their existing capacity building programs. 

· UN should assist with building trust between service delivery and advocacy NGOs as part of its capacity building work. 

· CS needs capacity building support to better understand what ‘consultative status’ means, the participatory rights that come with accreditation and the UN system in general. IN this context UN should simplify its terminology and language by developing more user-friendly information materials and guidelines. 

· UN should more aggressively disseminate information about the more interactive participatory mechanisms that have been developed within some deliberative processes.

· UN should revise its web pages titled ‘Civil Society/Business’. These two sectors of actors should note be considered the same and the revision should reduce the on-going confusion on whether private sector is part of Civil Society or not. 

Responsibilities of the CS community

· CS should help strengthen the UN by critiquing other less open multi-lateral organizations

· CS should help the UN to disseminate information at the local level on global norms, mechanisms of participation and policy instruments

· CS should make alliances with sympathetic governments to take join actions towards further liberalization of the accreditation process

· CS should be better organized to contribute to ensuring equity in participation and impact of non-governmental actors on inter-governmental processes. This would include improvements in the quantity and quality of self-organized engagements. 

· While CS would continue monitoring the activities of WB/IMF affecting countries, it should also critically monitor and review their own national government officials in regard to acquisition and use of WB/IMF loans. 

· CONGO offices at the regional level should support CS/Government/UN relationships. This will require reforms within CONGO. 

· CONGO should support, facilitate and assist applicants for UN accreditation.

· United Nation Associations should do more to assist with UN”s public relations efforts at the local/national level

· CS should support and enhance Model UN programs, which are good ways to increase knowledge about the UN among young people. 

Private sector

· UN should demand more ‘ethical business’ practices from the private sector and support a strong role from CS in this regard.

· UN should clearly distinguish private sector from civil society. 
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